
Kensington 


(£ 32 ) 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 




& Chelsea NEWS 


First established 1857 


PICK UP A FREE COPY 


Thursday, July 30th 2015 



■ SIX OF THE BEST: The 
Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea 
has honoured six of its 
most loyal public servants 
who between them have 
provided 149 years of 
dedicated service. 

For his support for local 
charities and role in 
shaping Chelsea, The 
Right Honourable The 
Earl Cadogan, KBE, 
pictured centre with Lady 
Cadogan, was admitted 
as an Honorary Freeman - 
the highest honour the 
council can bestow. And 
five former councillors, 
were conferred the title of 
Honorary Alderman. 
These were, left to right: 
Bridget Hoier, Doreen 
Weatherhead, Frances 
Taylor, Tony Holt and 
Christopher Buckmaster. 
REPORT AND MORE 
PICTURES: PAGES 6&7 


• BOROUGH ONE OF WORST IN CAPITAL, SAY DOCTORS 

Call to fight crisis 
in mental health 


Specialists in used 
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THE Mayor of London is being urged 
to take urgent action in Kensington and 
Chelsea and other boroughs over a men¬ 
tal health crisis which is paralysing the 
capital, wrecking children’s lives and 
costing business more than £71 million 
every day. 

Doctors’ estimates suggest that there are 
around 17,400 people in Kensington and Chelsea 
suffering mental ill health - but authorities be¬ 
lieve the situation is much worse and they are 
calling for immediate new research. 

A startling report by the Health Committee of 
the London Assembly has revealed that the city 
has become the UK’s worse-affected zone for 
mental illness - crippling at least one million res¬ 
idents, including more than 100,000 children. 
But the committee fears the spread of this silent 
suffering is even more severe and it wants Mayor 
Boris Johnson and the Department of Health to 
order an emergency survey to discover the true 
picture of the increasingly-desperate health dan¬ 
ger. 

In Kensington and Chelsea the mental health 
issue is grim. According to the latest-available 
statistics compiled from GPs’ reports, 2,400 res- 


• By LWN reporter GEOFF BAKER 
geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


idents are estimated to have “severe and enduring 
mental illness”. At 1.3% of all doctors’ patients 
in the borough, the figure is twice the national 
average [0.7%] and much higher than the Lon¬ 
don average [0.9%]. 

On top of that, estimates for the royal borough 
are that 4,200 residents have depression, 8,000 
have an anxiety disorder, 2,100 are bipolar and 
700 suffer schizophrenia. 

The Health Committee says that mental illness 
is now London’s biggest health problem and is 
costing £26 billion a year in lost productivity. 
The committee says the crisis is especially acute 
among those from a black and minority ethnic 
[BME] background. 

“The scale of London’s mental health chal¬ 
lenge is daunting. Over a million Londoners suf¬ 
fer from mental illness at any one time, making 
it the capital’s single largest health pressure - 
greater than either cancer or cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease,” said the committee’s chairman Dr Onkar 
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LONDON ON JOURNEY TO BE CLEANEST VEHICLE CAPITAL OF EUROPE 

Emission impossible? No, says mayor 


T HE Mayor of London has released 
plans to help the capital become 
the ultra-low emission vehicle 
capital of Europe. 

His delivery plan sets a clear direction for Lon¬ 
don to support the expected increase in the num¬ 
ber of ultra-low emission vehicles over the next 
10 years, and was released on July 22 as it was 
revealed that the London Fire Brigade will be 
joining the electric revolution. 

London’s Fire Commissioner, Ron Dobson, 
has agreed a £600,000 plan to replace 57 of the 
brigade’s fleet vehicles with range extender and 
hybrid electric cars by 2016. He has also revealed 
the brigade’s ambition to eventually use low 
emission fire engines in the capital, calling on in¬ 
dustry to bring forward new technologies to meet 
the unique demands of operational emergency 
vehicles. 

The fire brigade are the latest addition to Lon¬ 
don’s increasing number of low emission vehi¬ 
cles, with Transport for London already running 
the world’s largest green bus fleet - which they 
continue to improve. Last month, the Mayor an¬ 
nounced trials of the world’s first purpose-built 
double-decker electric bus, while last week TfL 
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announced two more 
all-electric bus routes 
for London. 

The Mayor is call¬ 
ing on other parts of 
the capital’s fleet of 
commercial and pri¬ 
vate vehicles to emu¬ 
late this progress, and 
earlier this month his 
Deputy Mayor for 
Transport, Isabel 
Dedring, unveiled the 
steps London will be 
taking to become the 
ultra-low emission 
vehicle (ULEV) capi¬ 
tal of Europe at an 
event attended by of¬ 
ficials from TfL, the 
Office for Low Emis¬ 
sion Vehicles 

(OLEV), the Low 
Carbon Vehicle Partnership, Go Ultra Low cam¬ 
paign, local authorities and vehicle manufactur¬ 
ers. 

Deputy Mayor Dedring said: “London has real 


potential to become the ultra-low emission ve¬ 
hicle capital of Europe. We already have the 
world’s largest green bus fleet and now we can 
welcome London Fire Brigade’s commitment 
to electric vehicles. 

“There is also a great opportunity for the cap¬ 
ital’s fleet of commercial and private vehicles 
to step forward and help to deliver our ambition 
for London to be a world leader in green vehicle 
technology. It will help us meet London’s air 
quality challenge and provide economic bene¬ 
fits right across the UK - as shown by the 
Mayor’s commitment to zero emission taxis 
which led to a £300million investment, creating 
2,000 jobs and two factories in Coventry.” 

London’s Fire Commissioner Ron Dobson 
said: “It is fantastic that 57 of our fleet vehicles 
will soon be replaced with electric cars, which 
play a vital role in keeping London clean. 

“The brigade has been working to identify 
ways to introduce electric cars into our fleet 
since 2008, when we first began undertaking tri¬ 
als of electric vehicles. The decision to solely 
use range extender and hybrid electric vehicles 
combined with the recent installation of electric 
vehicle charge points at 78 brigade sites, reaf¬ 


firms our commitment to reducing our impact 
on the environment. We will continue to work 
towards our ultimate aspiration to one day have 
low emission frontline vehicles.” 

The new ULEV delivery plan sets out a wide 
range of actions to support the uptake of electric 
and ultra-low emission vehicles. It includes: 

■ A commitment to the ultra-low emission dis¬ 
count for the congestion charge and to improv¬ 
ing it as emission standards improve, so only 
the cleanest vehicles are incentivised. 

■ Exploring preferential access for ULEV ve¬ 
hicles when new infrastructure is opened. 

■ Working with boroughs to develop preferen¬ 
tial access, parking or charging in new area- 
based schemes, including through the £2million 
low emission neighbourhood programme to be 
funded by the Mayor’s Air Quality Fund. 

■ A trial of inductive wireless charging in the 
bus fleet by 2016. 

Ben Plowden, TfL’s Director of Surface 
Strategy and Planning, said: “We want to en¬ 
courage and incentivise Londoners to own and 
use ultra-low emission vehicles. Besides saving 
on running costs, they will also have the satis¬ 
faction of knowing they are helping improve air 
quality in the capital.” 



contacting YOUR COUNCIL 


Hammersmith & Fulham 


Adult social care 


Kensington & Chelsea 


0845 313 3935 

Benefits 

020 8753 6681 

Cleaner Greener hotline 

020 8753 1100- 

cleaner.greener @ lbhf .go v.uk<ma 
ilto: cleaner.greener @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Council tax 

020 8753 6681 

Electoral services 

020 8753 4466 

electoral .services @ lbhf .gov.uk< 
mailto:electoral.services@lbhf.g 
ov.uk 

Environment 

020 8753 1081 

Family information service 

020 8753 2450 

fis @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: fis @ lbh 

f.gov.uk 

Housing 

0845 313 3935 


Adult Services 

020 7641 2500 

Libraries 

020 7641 6200 

Benefits 

0800 072 0042 

Parking 

020 7823 4567 

Children’s Services 

020 7641 4000 

Planning 

020 7641 6500 

Council Tax 

0845 302 3400 

Licensing 

020 7641 6500 

Housing 


020 7361 3610 

libraries @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: 
libraries @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Parking control 

020 7371 5678 

parking @lbhf.gov.uk<mailto: par 
king@lbhf.gov.uk 

Parking permits 

020 8753 6681 

parkingpermits @ lbhf .gov.uk<ma 
ilto :parkingpermits@ lbhf. gov.uk 
Planning 
020 8748 3020 

planning @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto :pl 
anning @ lbhf.gov.uk 
Register Office 
020 8753 2140 

registeroffice@lbhf.gov.uk<mail 
to: registeroffice @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

020 8753 1100 
Switchboard 

020 8748 3020 


020 7641 1000 

Births, deaths 
and marriages 
020 7641 7500 
Elections 
020 7641 7500 
Household recycling, 
waste and rubbish 
020 7641 2000 
Business line 
General Enquiries 
020 7641 7000 
020 7641 6000 
Westminster City Hall 
64 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1E 6QP 


Accessible Transport 

020 7361 2390 

accessible .transport@rbkc .gov.uk 

Arts & Leisure 

020 7361 3003 

artsandleisure@rbkc .gov.uk 

Benefits 

020 7361 3006 

benefits @rbkc .gov.uk 

Council Tax 

020 7361 3005 

counciltax@rbkc .gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

020 7361 3444 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Education 

020 7361 3009 

education @rbkc .gov.uk 

Environmental Health 

020 7361 3002 

environmentalhealth@rbkc .gov.uk 

Family Information 
Services 

0207 361 3302 

fis@rbkc.gov.uk 

Housing 

020 7361 3008 

housing@rbkc.gov.uk 

Land Charges 

020 7361 3554 

Libraries 

020 7361 3010 

information @ rbkc .gov.uk 


Parking - 
general enquiries 

020 7361 3004 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - 
penalty charges 

020 7361 4383 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new 
applications) 

020 7361 4381 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

020 7361 3019 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 

020 8962 4547 

Planning 

020 7361 3012 

planning @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Registrars 

020 7361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7361 3001 

streetline @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Social Services 

020 7361 3013 

socialservices @rbkc .gov.uk 

Tell Us Once 

0207 361 3940 


Libraries 


City of Westminster 
























Thursday, July 30th 2015 


editorial @ londonweeklynews .co .uk 


London Weekly News 3 



NEWS FROM KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Alarm over growing 
toll of mental health 

2,400 in borough have ‘severe and enduring illness’ 


FROM PAGE 1 

Sahota. Health officials are particularly 
worried about the rise in the numbers of 
children who are suffering. 

“An estimated 111,000 children and 
young people aged five to 16 in London 
have a clinically significant mental health 
problem. Common mental health prob¬ 
lems among young people include conduct 
disorder, anxiety-related disorders, depres¬ 
sion, and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder,” warns the report. “It is difficult 
to measure how the situation has changed 
over time, but providers of specialist sup¬ 
port for young people have seen signifi¬ 
cant increases in demand in recent years.” 

The Health Committee is pressing for a 
change in the way that mental illness is 
treated, calling for early intervention and 
better understanding of the causes. 

“We all know the saying ‘prevention is 
better than cure’ when it comes to our 
physical health. It’s just as true for our 
mental health. But our mental health serv¬ 
ices are still heavily skewed towards crisis 
intervention. Prevention and early inter¬ 
vention services must now take priority,” 
said Dr Sahota. 

“We know that when a Londoner’s 
problems are not picked up early enough, 
picking up the pieces later can be so much 
more difficult. 


“Our health system is failing those peo¬ 
ple who come into contact with mental 
health services for the first time when they 
reach a point of crisis in their lives. We 
must help people get the right support be¬ 
fore it is too late. This means working 
within London’s communities to over¬ 
come cultural and social barriers to access¬ 
ing mental health services. 

“For some people, stigma around men¬ 
tal illness prevents them from asking for 
this help. It’s vital that we recognise this 
issue and act on it. To do this, mental 
health services have to refocus on the 
needs of the individual. 

“Mental health needs to be as much of 
a priority as physical health and should not 
be dealt with just at the crisis stage. Treat¬ 
ing mental health early on is absolutely 
vital. 

“The impact of mental ill health is huge 
- it doesn’t just affect the individual, their 
family and friends, it also has huge eco¬ 
nomic implications. We need to integrate 
more services and support when it comes 
to health, education, social care and hous¬ 
ing.” 

The committee now wants health au¬ 
thorities and the Mayor to order an imme¬ 
diate survey in schools to determine 
exactly how many children are suffering 
as current statistics are 10 years out of 
date. 


“Mental health problems can have dam¬ 
aging consequences for quality of life, re¬ 
lationships, education and employment,” 
says the report. “It seems to be a particular 
issue for London’s young people and 
black, Asian and minority ethnic (BME) 
communities. There are cultural, practical 
and structural reasons why these groups 
are not always receiving the help they 
need. 

“Part of the problem is that the scale and 
nature of the demand for mental health 
services is not properly understood. The 
last national survey of mental health of 
children and young people is over ten 
years old, and robust data on many ethnic 
minority groups simply does not exist. 

“We urge the Department of Health to 
commission this work without delay - it 
seems incredible that mental health serv¬ 
ices are being funded and commissioned 
without a clear idea of the demand for 
those services.” 

The committee is also recommending 
that the Mayor should set out what steps 
he or a future Mayor could take to promote 
good mental health in London, particularly 
among young people and BME groups, 
and that the NHS in London should work 
with boroughs and clinical commissioning 
groups to shift focus to early intervention 
and prevention when commissioning men¬ 
tal health services and support. 


Council moves up a gear in 
fight to stop rich boy racers 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
councillors are planning to step 
up action against rich boy racers 
in expensive supercars making a 
racket in Knightsbridge. 

The Royal Borough council has 
begun a consultation on 
introducing a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) to give 
police and council officials more 
power to help tackle the problem 
of supercars like Ferraris which 
blight the area with loud show- 
off driving. The consultation is in 
response to requests from 
residents in the Brompton and 
Hans Town ward for the Council 
to address the issue of high 
performance cars speeding in the 
streets, drivers revving 
engines, and 
vehicles 
causing 
obstructions. 

'A PSPO is a 
new measure, 
created by the Anti-Social 
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 
2014, which is intended to deal 
with activities carried out in a 
public space that have a 
detrimental effect to the local 
community's quality of life,'said a 
council spokesman. This PSPO 
would enable the council to 
impose restrictions within a 
particular area and the aim is to 
stop individuals or groups 


committing antisocial behaviour 
in public spaces.' 

Residents can find out more 
about where the proposed 
control zone will be located and 
what it means, as well as giving 
your feedback by going to 
www.rbkc.gov.uk/pspo 

The council will also hold 
information drop-in sessions at 
the following venues: 

■ Hans Crescent, next to Harrods 
on Wednesday 12 August 2015, 
1pm to 3pm 

■ Brompton Library on Tuesday 8 
September 2015,2pm to 4pm 
■Hans Crescent, next to Harrods 


on Thursday 17 September 
2015,10am to noon. 

ClIrTim Ahern, Cabinet 
Member for Environment, 
Environmental Health and 
Leisure, said: There has been a 
lot of coverage of expensive cars 
racing around Knightsbridge and 
also parking up and revving their 
engines. We want to take steps to 
discourage these drivers from 
their antisocial behaviour.' 



Centre in running to be charity of the year again 


NORTH Kensington's Clement 
James Centre has been 
shortlisted for Charity of the 
Year for the second year 
running. 

The centre, which won the 
award last year, is recognised 
as an ambitious and 
innovative organisation, 
pioneering programmes 
tailored to the needs of every 


individual, reducing isolation, 
poverty and unemployment 
in North Kensington, one of 
London's most deprived areas. 

'Over the past year we have 
supported over 2,200 local 
people with 72% of our 
IntoWork clients gaining 
employment or moving into 
training; 100% of students on 
accredited English courses 


successfully achieving their 
qualification and 79% of our 
Year 13 students progressing 
to higher education,'said a 
spokeswoman for the centre, 
which is in the running in the 
Charity Times Awards. 

This year's winners will be 
announced at a gala dinner on 
October 7 at the Park Plaza 
Hotel. 


Town Hall cleaning breaks 
council’s own noise rules 


RED-FACED officials at Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea Borough 
Council have promised to stop 
weekend cleaning of the Town 
Hall after so much noise was 
made that nearby residents 
called the police. 

The council broke its own 
noise code of conduct when 
staff using high-powered hoses 
to clean the Town Hall fore¬ 
court made such a racket that 
Hornton Street neighbours re¬ 
ported the authority to the Met. 

The council recently pro¬ 
posed new rules for noisy build¬ 
ing work in the borough at 
weekends, with restrictions 
aimed at limiting noise to not 
more than 70 decibels. 

But when its own staff got 
their hoses out, the noise was 
estimated to be around 100 
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decibels - and it went on all 
weekend. 

Hornton Street resident Mrs 
Nancy Bezoari complained to 
the council for creating a din. 

“It was necessary to report to 
the police a severe disturbance 
to Hornton Street residents by 
workers with high-powered 
water hoses on the Town Hall 
forecourt,” Mrs Bezoari com¬ 
plained. “How can the Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea Council allow 
this constant high decibel activ¬ 
ity to take place during the 
weekend from 9am to past 
7.30pm on both Saturday and 
Sunday? Why not during week¬ 
days? This is clearly a choice of 


inconveniencing residents 
rather than council employees. 

“I would ask the council to 
refrain from causing such an 
environmental disturbance 
again which is in violation of its 
own Code of Construction 
Practice.” 

Now the council has apolo¬ 
gised to its neighbours and 
promised to only do its cleaning 
during the week. 

A council spokesman said: 
“We are sorry for any inconven¬ 
ience caused by the cleaning 
work. We didn’t think the noise 
was audible beyond the site of 
the Town Hall but once in¬ 
formed the work was stopped. 
In future jet washing will only 
be done during permitted work¬ 
ing hours. It is scheduled to take 
place twice a year.” 
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ZoZo’s streets ahead in busker battle 


KENSINGTON singer ZoZo is 
hoping to beat off hundreds of 
other young Londoners to be 
crowned busker of the year as 
Gigs, the country’s biggest 
street music competition, gets 
into full swing. 

Gigs is the Mayor of London 
Boris Johnson’s annual search 
for the capital’s best young mu¬ 
sicians, which as well as giving 
them the opportunity to perform 
at landmark locations around 
the capital and gain valuable ex¬ 
perience of playing in public, 
gives them the chance to com¬ 
pete for a host of music prizes, 
including a licence to busk on 
London Underground, a busk¬ 
ing trip to Paris and recording 
time at a top professional studio. 

Born in Scotland, ZoZo grew 
up in Catalunya, Spain, and has 
been writing songs for five 
years. She has performed live 
across London for four years at 
venues such as The Bedford, 
Proud and the world-famous 
Roundhouse. 

Gigs has already helped kick 
start the careers of several mu¬ 
sicians and bands, including 
singer-songwriter Robbie Boyd, 
who is now touring around the 
world and recently released his 
first album; James Riley, who is 
also building a following play¬ 
ing gigs across America; Tom 
Butler, who picked up the Gigs 
2014 songwriting prize spon- 



■ TOP OF THE POPS: Singer 
ZoZo targets busking glory. 


sored by PRS for Music, giving 
him the chance to play at this 
year’s Glastonbury Festival; 
Charlotte Campbell, whose 
album is out now; and The 
King’s Parade, who were spot¬ 
ted as a result of their busking 
prize in Paris and are now tour¬ 
ing regularly in Germany and 
France and release their first 
record this month. 


The Mayor said: “Busking is 
one of the best ways for young, 
talented musicians to get per¬ 
formance experience, especially 
in a vibrant and creative city like 
London with its strong appetite 
for outdoor arts and live per¬ 
formance. I’m thrilled that Gigs 
is up and running once again 
this summer and that this year 
the public will have more op¬ 
portunities than ever to catch 
amazing street performances 
across the capital with the Busk 
in London Festival and the first 
National Busking Day. 

“Our Gigs competition has al¬ 
ready proved to be the stepping 
stone for hundreds of fresh, 
young acts as they bid for star¬ 
dom, so look out for our per¬ 
formers over the coming weeks 
and you might spot the next big 
thing!” 

Londoners and visitors to the 
capital should look out ZoZo, 
along with dozens of other tal¬ 
ented young musicians, who are 
playing across an exclusive cir¬ 
cuit of Gigs busking pitches 
over a three-week period, which 
started on Saturday, July 18 and 
runs until Saturday 8 August. 

A total of 131 acts are con¬ 
firmed to take part, with per¬ 
formances taking place at iconic 
locations such as St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Trafalgar Square and 
Leicester Square Gardens and at 
special events like the Summer 
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Streets festival on Regent Street 
and on the first-ever National 
Busking Day. There will also be 
pitches on London Underground 
and at a number of major main¬ 
line stations. Gigs forms part of 
the first ever Busk in London 
Festival, which also began ear¬ 


lier this month. The Gigs Grand 
Final takes place on Sunday, 
September 6, at Westfield Strat¬ 
ford City, where finalists will 
compete before a panel of in¬ 
dustry judges and thousands of 
Westfield visitors. Category 
winners will be chosen and one 


act will be crowned Gigs Cham¬ 
pion 2015. 

As well as supporting Gigs, 
this year the Mayor has 
launched Busk in London, the 
world’s first ever city-wide 
street performance scheme, as 
reported in this newspaper. 
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Better way forward to 
look after frail elderly 


T WO weeks ago the council 
took the decision to perma¬ 
nently close Thamesbrook 
old people’s home, and it did feel 
like the end of an era. 

It is our last old-style institution for 
older people, one I have myself visited on 
many occasions. I have fond memories of 
Thamesbrook - of drinking cups of tea 
and on one occasion even sharing a fine 
fish supper with residents. 

In its day it was a great home. But the 
fact is that, but for illness and other 
frailties, its residents would invariably 
have still much preferred to remain in 
their homes. And that desire of older 
people to stay at home remains as strong 
today as it ever was. That’s why 
Thamesbrook isn’t the best way forward 
for looking after the frail elderly. 

These days older people’s care is all 
about trying to help 
older residents stay in 
their own home for as 
long as possible. One 
way we are trying to 
achieve that is through 
‘extra care’ housing. 

Extra care is a form of 
housing in which older 
people rent or buy their 
own homes in develop¬ 
ments where help is 
available on site in the 
quantity and type 
needed, and which can 
be scaled up as people 
become older and frailer. Extra care 
homes usually feature communal areas 
where residents can socialise and enjoy 
activities. 

The evidence is that the extra care ap¬ 
proach produces more years of good 
health and independence, and also that 
older people themselves prefer such 
arrangements. 

Closing Thamesbrook gives us an op¬ 


portunity to make a really serious down- 
payment on our ambitions for extra care 
housing. 

It means we can bring forward plans 
for up to 100 new extra care units on the 
Thamesbrook site, or on a large council- 
owned site at Lots Road, or shared 
across both. 

Although the configuration is yet to be 
settled, some of those homes will be for 
the private market, for which there is 
strong demand amongst local residents, 
and at least half will be at affordable 
rents. 

At the same time the council is also 
working on other schemes in North 
Kensington that could add a further 70 
new affordable homes for older resi¬ 
dents. 

And to help make sure we have the 
beds we need for those who require nurs¬ 
ing care we are investing £1.1 million to 
create a new 20-bed 
nursing unit at 
Ellesmere House on 
the Fulham Road. 

Our job is not just to 
look after older resi¬ 
dents today, but to 
think about how we 
should look after our 
older residents tomor¬ 
row; the Sophias, Pop¬ 
py s, Lilys, Ethans and 
Muhammads who 
decades from now will 
also need care. 

We think extra care 
homes will be a key element of our 
arrangements so we are now taking the 
difficult decisions necessary to get them 
built. 

Thamesbrook gave great service for 
many years and leaves behind a valuable 
site that will help us go on caring for our 
older residents in ways that respect their 
independence and dignity. It’s a fine 
legacy. 


^ That desire 
of older people 
to stay at home 
remains as 
strong today as 
it ever was ^ 


tSSi 


THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Boris’s bridge is falling 
down, say opponents 


By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 

A KEY £30 million of Government cash 
for the controversial Garden Bridge may 
now be withdrawn, throwing the future 
of the Mayor of London’s “vanity proj¬ 
ect” into serious doubt. 

The Treasury has revealed that essential funds 
from Chancellor George Osborne for the bridge 
between Temple and South Bank will not be ring- 
fenced and are “facing review”. 

Hopes for the £175 million London bridge are 
falling down in the wake of massive cuts in Gov¬ 
ernment funding announced last week by the 
Chancellor - who is seeking new savings of £20 
billion. 

Plans for another new bridge linking Nine Elms 
to Pimlico are also in doubt due to the Treasury 
spending review and Wandsworth Council is now 
admitting that its bridge may not be built at all. 

Mayor Boris Johnson’s dream of building the 
Garden Bridge, which planners estimate would 
carry 30,000 pedestrians a day, depend on cash 
backing from the Chancellor, who had previously 
agreed that the Treasury would match £30 million 
for the project from Transport for London. 

But following the Chancellor’s spending review 
announcement last week, the Treasury hinted that 
public money for the bridge was no longer a cer¬ 
tainty. 

“The spending review concerns all aspects of 
public spending including funding for Transport 
for London, which is responsible for the Garden 
Bridge,” said the Treasury. 

Although the Mayor hoped to raise £100 million 
towards the cost of the Garden Bridge from private 
investors, without the Government money to 
match TfL’s £30 million the scheme would be a 
bridge too far expensive for City Hall to afford 
alone. 

The Mayor’s scheme has already been weak¬ 
ened by attacks from critics inside City Hall. John 
Biggs, chairman of the GLA’s budget and perform¬ 
ance committee, said the cost of the bridge was 
“scandalous”. 

He added: “It’s outrageous to be spending this 
amount of the transport budget on something that 
is simply not a transport scheme. It’s a tourist at¬ 
traction, in a place where there are already bridges. 
Boris’s focus has always been on glitzy vanity 
projects rather than what London actually needs.” 



■ RED LIGHT FOR GREEN PROJECT? Millions of pounds of Whitehall funding for the Garden Bridge 
may be withdrawn. 


Further up the river, funding fears for a second 
new bridge are also causing sighs. Although 
Wands-worth Council is confident of securing 
from developers £26 million for the proposed Nine 
Elms to Pimlico bridge, the Chancellor’s new 
spending cuts now threaten the £17 million short¬ 
fall in the £43 million cost of building it. 

Four new designs for the contentious bridge - 
which is fiercely opposed by Pimlico residents and 
Westminster Council - were unveiled last week, 
with Londoners invited to vote on their favourite 
design shortlisted from 74 entries in a competition 
run by Wandsworth Council. 

But now that it is faced with new cutbacks in 
Government funding, Wandsworth Council may 
have to scrap its plans for the bridge as public 
money may be needed for more essential projects 
and services. 

In a surprise admission last week, the council 
conceded that despite the publication of the four 
favourite designs the Pimlico bridge was not a cer¬ 
tainty. 

“We cannot say that the bridge will definitely 
go ahead,” said a council spokesman. 

“The funding package has not been decided and 
all options will be investigated. It is by no means 
a done deal and we cannot say that this is a safe 
and certain project.” 

Wandsworth Council is under fire from across 
the water by Westminster Council. Last week 
Westminster councillors wrote to Wandsworth 
Leader Ravi Govindia calling on him to drop plans 
for the cycling and pedestrian bridge and use ear¬ 
marked funds for more essential services. 



Three councillors from the Churchill ward - 
Murad Gassanly, Shamim Talukder and Jason 
Williams - sent a letter saying: “It is time that 
Wandsworth listened to opinion on this side of the 
river and cancel your plans. We share residents’ 
concern at the loss of green space in Pimlico Gar¬ 
dens and believe that with Vauxhall and Chelsea 
bridges and the cycle super highway the proposed 
bridge is unnecessary and unwelcome.” 

Councillor Talukder added: “The bridge is an un¬ 


wanted vanity project. We believe the £43 million 
could be better spent on public services rather than 
wasted on this.” 

The public funding and future of both the Gar¬ 
den Bridge and Pimlico Bridge are now in the bal¬ 
ance until November 25, when the Chancellor will 
announce where the £20 billion cuts in Govern¬ 
ment spending will fall. 

Family taken for a ride 
by rogue rickshaw trader 

A ROGUE rickshaw operator has been exposed 
in an online video charging a family of tourists 
over £200 for a ride from Oxford Street to 
Marble Arch. Cllr Richard Beddoe, Westminster 
City Council's cabinet member for city 
management, said: 'We are truly shocked at the 
audacity shown in this video. We have long 
argued for greater regulation and licensing on 
rickshaws, not only to avoid rip-offs like this, but 
to reduce congestion and improve safety on our 
streets. All too often we see rickshaws riding 
onto pavements through crowds of pedestrians 
or blocking off roads. It has to stop and the 
Government has to give London more power to 
regulate this trade.' 


■ STORMY CROSSING: The controversial Garden Bridge may be thwarted by a Treasury funding 
U-turn. 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA 


K ensington Town 

Hall played host to a 
number of distinguished 
guests last week when the coun¬ 
cil awarded six honours for ex¬ 
ceptional service to the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea. 

For his support for local charities 
and role in shaping Chelsea, The Right 
Honourable The Earl Cadogan, KBE, 
was admitted as an Honorary Freeman 
- the highest honour the council can 
bestow, writes Geoff Baker. 

And five former councillors, whose 
combined service totalled 149 years, 
were conferred the title of Honorary 
Alderman. These were: Doreen Weath- 
erhead (47 years’ service); Frances 
Taylor (32 years’ service); Bridget 
Hoier (30 years’ service); Christopher 
Buckmaster (20 years’ service) and 
Tony Holt (20 years’ service). 

The Mayor of the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea, councillor 
Robert Freeman, said: “I was delighted 
to be able to mark the significant con¬ 
tribution to public life made by Lord 
Cadogan and the former councillors.” 

Each recipient was presented with a 
sealed, illuminated vellum scroll con¬ 
taining the words of the council’s reso¬ 
lution. 

The Right Honourable The Earl 
Cadogan, KBE, DL, was admitted as 
an Honorary Freeman “in sincere ap¬ 
preciation for his wide range of support 
for charities, especially those operating 
in the Royal Borough, and for his role 
in shaping Chelsea”. 

The Cadogan family has a great 
record of public service and the current 
Earl has worked assiduously to main¬ 
tain that tradition, said the council. 

“The family’s connections with this 
part of London date back over many 
centuries. They trace a line back to 
Hans Sloane, whose name is remem¬ 
bered through Sloane Square, but he 
should perhaps be more widely remem¬ 
bered as the force behind the setting up 
of the British Museum and the Natural 
History Museum.” 

From 1963 to 1982 Lord Cadogan 
was actively involved first as a director 
and latterly as Chairman of Chelsea 
Football Club. Lord Cadogan was 
Chairman and is now Life-President of 
the Cadogan Estate. During his time in 
those two roles the estate has invested 
substantial sums in London, particu¬ 
larly SW1 and SW3. 

This has brought about develop¬ 
ments such as those in Sloane Street 
and at the Duke of York Headquarters, 
which have formed major retail areas, 
creating many jobs and attracting many 
visitors. It has also meant that Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea now has two excellent 
arts venues in the Saatchi Gallery and 
Cadogan Hall. 

“Ever since he left school in 1955 
Lord Cadogan has been involved with 
charities which can basically be sum¬ 
marised as boys’ clubs, animal welfare, 
the church, cancer research and freema¬ 
sonry. He has also continued with the 
family’s involvement in horseracing 
through membership of The Jockey 
Club and as a racehorse owner,” said 
the council. 

He was the founding President of the 
Friends of Chelsea & Westminster Hos¬ 
pital and has continued in the family’s 
tradition as Patron of Chelsea Old 
Church, St Luke’s, Holy Trinity Sloane 
Square and St Saviours. 

Lord Cadogan’s charitable works 
and service to the community in Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea and beyond were 
recognised in the 2012 Queen’s Birth¬ 
day Honours with the award of a KBE 
for charitable services. 


150 years of 
distinguished 
public service 




■ HONOURED: Lord and Lady Cadogan. 


■ COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS: Above, 
left to right: Bridget Hoier, Doreen 
Weatherhead, Frances Taylor, Tony 
Holt and Christopher Buckmaster. 

The five new Honorary Aldermen are: 

D OREEN Weatherhead 
was conferred the title 
of Honorary Alderman 
for her untiring service to the 
people of the borough, and par¬ 
ticularly to those of Pembridge 
ward. 

Miss Weatherhead was first elected 
in May 1964 as a Member for Pem¬ 
bridge ward. She served as Chairman 
of the Libraries Committee from May 
1970 until May 1971, when she lost her 
seat at the borough council elections. 
She was co-opted to the Health Com¬ 
mittee between 1971-1974 and re¬ 
elected to Pembridge ward in May 
1974 and served on the council until 
May 2014. Miss Weatherhead was 
Mayor in 1994-95 and Deputy Mayor 
in 1979-80. 

Her chairmanships include the Li¬ 
braries and General Services Commit¬ 
tee in 1978-80; the Works Committee 
1984-86; the Street Trading Sub-Com¬ 
mittee 1984-85; the Review Sub-Com¬ 
mittee 1987-90; the Highways and 
Traffic Committee 1991-93; and the 
Regulation and Enforcement Review 
Committee from 2001 to 2014. 

In addition, she has been a Vice- 
Chairman of the Libraries Committee 
(1968-1970) Borough Community Re¬ 
lations Committee (1997-2000); Bene¬ 
fits Review Board (1998-2001); 
Environmental Health and Leisure 
Committee (1999-2001); and the Li¬ 


censing Committee (2001- 2014). 

Miss Weatherhead served on numer¬ 
ous outside organisations, most notably 
as a trustee of the Pepper Pot Day Cen¬ 
tre and the Nicholas Freeman Memo¬ 
rial Trust. 

Previously, she also served on the 
Community Health Council and the 
Kensington Chelsea and Westminster 
Area Health Authority (Teaching) and 
has represented the Council on the 
AMA Public Transport Committee, the 
Crime Prevention Panel, the Police 
Consultative Committee, the Post Of¬ 
fice Advisory Committee and the West 
London Family Service Unit. 

F RANCES Taylor was con¬ 
ferred the title of Hon¬ 
orary Alderman for her 
untiring service to the people of 
the borough, and particularly to 
those of Redcliffe ward. 

She was first elected in May 1982 as 
a Member for Campden ward. In May 
1990 she was elected as a member for 
Redcliffe ward, which she represented 
until May 2014. Mrs Taylor was Mayor 
in 1991-92. She was Chairman of the 
Public Realm Scrutiny Committee 
from 2007 until 2010, the Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on 
Community Partnerships and Eco¬ 
nomic Development (2003-05), the Li¬ 
braries and Arts Committee, the Public 
Transport and Road Safety Liaison 
Group, the Twinning Advisory Group 
and the Borough Voluntary Organisa¬ 
tions Working Party. 

Mrs Taylor also served on many out¬ 
side organisations during her time as a 
Councillor, including the Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital Foundation 
Trust, the London Boroughs Transport 
Committee, the London Planning Ad¬ 
visory Committee, the CAB, North 
Kensington Amenity Trust, Family 
Welfare Association, Campden Chari¬ 
ties and Age Concern. 

B RIDGET Hoier was con¬ 
ferred the title of Hon¬ 
orary Alderman for her 
untiring service to the people of 
the borough, and particularly to 
those of Golborne ward. 

She was elected to the council in De¬ 
cember 1983 and served as a Member 
for Golborne ward until May 2014. She 
has served on the Adult Social Care and 
Health Scrutiny Committee and its 
predecessor, the Health, Environmental 
Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny 
Committee. Before that, she served as 
member of the OSC on Social Services, 
Health and Housing. She was a mem¬ 
ber of the Planning Applications Com¬ 
mittee and before that, the Planning 
Services Committee for many years. 
Prior to the introduction of Cabinet- 
style governance in 2001, she served on 
the Housing and Social Services Exec¬ 
utive Committee and the Social Serv¬ 
ices Committee. 

C HRISTOPHER Buck- 
master was conferred the 
title of Honorary Aider- 
man for his untiring service to 
the people of the borough, and 
particularly to those of Camp¬ 
den ward. 

Mr Buckmaster was elected in May 
1994 as a member for Campden ward. 
He had two terms as Mayor - in 2003- 
04 and again in 2012-13 - and was 
Deputy Mayor in 2002-03. He served 
as Chairman of the Health Scrutiny 
Committee, Licensing Committee and 

CONTINUED ON FACING PAGE 
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■ HIGHEST HONOUR: Lady 
Cadogan, Council Leader Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown and the Right 
Honourable The Earl Cadogan, KBE. 

Honours for 
dedicated 
champions 
of borough 
life and 
prosperity 

FROM OPPOSITE PAGE 

OSC on Adult Social Care, Health and 
Environmental Health. He also chaired 
the Scrutiny Steering Group and the 
Pan London Joint Health Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee. 

Mr Buckmaster was the Cabinet 
Member for Education, Libraries and 
Arts from 2001-03 and prior to that, 
Chairman of the Education and Li¬ 
braries Committee, Youth and Contin¬ 
uing Education Committee and 
Teachers’ Joint Consultative Commit¬ 
tee. He also served on the Investment 
Committee and has been a Governor of 
Holland Park School. 

T ONY Holt was conferred 
the title of Honorary Al¬ 
derman for his untiring 
service to the people of the bor¬ 
ough, and particularly to those 
of Courtfield ward. 

Mr Holt represented Courtfield Ward 
between May 1994 and May 2014. He 
was Deputy Mayor in 1999-2000 and 
Mayor in 2001-02. He was Vice-Chair¬ 
man of the Housing and Property 
Scrutiny Committee, the Holland Park 
Advisory Group and the Appeals Panel, 
on which he served for many years. 

Previously, Tony Holt chaired the 
Major Planning Development Commit¬ 
tee, the Planning Applications Commit¬ 
tee and its predecessor, the Planning 
Services Committee. He also chaired 
the OSC on Public Realm and the OSC 
on Environmental Services Environ¬ 
mental Health and Planning Policy. Be¬ 
fore the introduction of the ‘new 
governance’ arrangements in 2001, he 
served as Chairman of the Environ¬ 
mental Services Committee and the 
Highways and Traffic Committee 
(1996-99). For many years he served as 
the council’s representative at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden and has chaired 
the Brighter Kensington and Chelsea 
Scheme. Together with Mrs Taylor, 
Tony Holt served on the Twinning Ad¬ 
visory Group until it was extinguished 
several years ago. 


■ ACCOLADE: Honorary Alderman Mrs Frances Taylor, 
centre, with Council Leader Cllr Nick Paget-Brown, left, 
and Mayor Cllr Robert Freeman, right. 



■ APPRECIATION: Honorary Alderman Tony Holt, centre, 
with Council Leader Cllr Nick Paget-Brown, left, and 
Mayor Cllr Robert Freeman, right. 



■ PUBLIC DUTY: Honorary Alderman Bridget Hoier, 
centre, with Labour Leader Cllr Robert Atkinson, left, and 
Mayor Cllr Robert Freeman, right. 



■ RECOGNITION: Honorary Alderman Christopher 
Buckmaster, centre, with Labour Leader Cllr Robert 
Atkinson, left, and Mayor Cllr Robert Freeman, right. 



■ STERLING SERVICE: Honorary Alderman Doreen 
Weatherhead, centre, with Labour Leader Cllr Robert 
Atkinson, left, and Mayor Cllr Robert Freeman, right. 


Where To Find Your Local 
Favourite Free Newspaper 

London $ News 

Sdartun ‘1 Store 

Msbcume Araiue 

West tNkg 

W13 9RZ 

Tosco Metro 

94 Church Sbedl 

Paddkplon 

tmux 

Tosco Classic Metro 

17*25 Regent Street 

London 

SMMY41R 

Smtun't Store 

38 Slralton Slmt 

tarytan 

VT1JILT 

SMturyt Store 

1S-17 INtsnheM Court Rood 

CantrN London 

WIT 18J 

Co-op 

504-206 htrnrw Read 

Paddanokin 

wy 30* 

Tosco Cleetic Metro 

22-25 Bedtort Steot 

London 

WC2C960 

Co-op 

Gcfttefi Crass House 

London 

WCZR0BG 

mm am Cote library 

1 Pwntjndye Squire 

Mutiny HM 

W2 4EW 

Kanui Library 

20 CoKiome Rood 


wmvf 

.1 Westminster • 

♦ & Pimlico NEWS 

SamoOury's Store 

1 

s 

£ 

Pinko 

SMMV IDT 

Co-op 

104-105 Bonmcfc Street 

Soho 

VT1F 0QS 

Tosco Metre 

1&-28 Warwick Wei 

HhstrNretBc 

SMI1V iRJt 

Tosco Clootie Mebo 

Own Stmt 

London 

W1D3RS 

Tosco Classic Metro 

10-16 Gaxge Street 

London 

WIT 208 

iooco pneire 

i « Kpm IM 

MWimnw 

W2 2€A 

Co-* 

19*21 Store Sted 

WWtmnW. 

WC1E7DB 

Coach 4 Noroos Pub 

23 Cm* Stmt 

bCflO 

W1D5CH 

PMcoLMnry 

Lupus Strok 

Pm kc 

SW1V3PT 

JL Kensington • 

♦ & Chelsea NEWS 

Co-op 

210-212 E*1j Coal told 

Kenseiptm 

SW5 9GB 

S*Mturj't Store 

1 58a CroeueNI Rood 

KmthfltDn 

SW7 4EJ 

Tko: Metro 

146-148 high SWit 

Kmsnptnn 

WB6SU 

Sanatory t Store 

LadbnNe Qroee 

London 

W10 5M 

Tesco Metre 

224-226 IMMkM 

Mottviy Hit 

W11 1U 

Tooco Metre 

114-120 Mating HM Gate 

Nvttig Hit 

W1130E 

Tosoe Sopor Store 

West Gromwefl Road 

Kmsnpttm 

W14BFB 

^msuyiWi i/ffiir ji inwwy 


Kemnpttn 

VW7RX 

Morth KensinyAon Library 

108 lodbrotae Grove 

Kmsnptnn 

vm in 

Brampton Lkrary 

210 Ok Brampton Rood 

London 

s m obs 

Tbt Tabomack, Mottlnf Mil 

35 PowU Sqxr* 

MittnyHIl 

W112AT 

Chelsea Library 

ChekeoOMloeroHal 

Chekea 

SW3 5D 

1 

I 

Chekea Motor Street 

Chekee 

5W3 5* 

Fulham Chronicle & | 

SamoOury*! Store 

51 fewmoioad Rood 

Fuhen 

SW6 2ST 

S Notary t Store 

RJtom Broadway Ratal Centra 

Fulum 

SW6IITW 

Co-op 

2S4 tort End Read 

London 

SWttHJ 

Co-op 

314 Lbt Rood 

Futum 

SW6 7P5 

Co-op 

s 

i 

1 

s 

Fulum 

SW6 4HU 

SNoOlunft Store 

2-3 ttnpl Mai 

Khgi Mai 

WBOPZ 

FMIuoo Library 

598 future faad 


9W6 5RX 

Tooco Super Store 

180 9kphNds Birth Rood 

London 

W6 7RL 

! 

1 

I 

s 

7 Brartnore ftrti 

tkmmorundh 

W6O0T 

1 **- 1 - 

1 hM#fT15WI 

1t4-1«S»n»WTtoB*r Otn 

London 

W12 9PP 




























































































editorial @ londonweekly news .co .uk 


Thursday, July 30th 2015 


8 London Weekly News 


NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER & PIMLICO 


Generous people 
of London help 
charity save lives 


BRITISH Heart Foundation 
charity shops across London 
have raised £5,927,000 in the 
past year to help fund life saving 
research into heart disease - 
thanks to the generosity of Lon¬ 
doners. 

Those who have donated 
items, purchased goods or given 
their time to volunteer have all 
contributed to the London shops’ 
success. 

This staggering amount has 
enabled the BHF to fund life sav¬ 
ing equipment, healthcare profes¬ 
sionals and research in the 
capital. 

All BHF shops have an in¬ 
store community board with in¬ 
formation on local events, nearby 
heart support groups and BHF 
leaflets and information. 

Mira Palmer, BHF Area Man¬ 
ager, says: “We’re truly over¬ 
whelmed with the ongoing 
generosity of the people of Lon¬ 
don. We’re so grateful to all our 
supporters and want to thank 
every single person who has 
joined us in the fight against 
heart disease. 



“People often don’t realise that 
the sofa or dress they donate to or 
buy from their local BHF shop 
actually raises vital funds and 
helps pay for anything from a de¬ 
fibrillator for a community centre 
to a local heart support group. 

“We couldn’t fund this life 
saving equipment or research in 
London without the support of 
the local community and we 
hope they will continue to sup¬ 
port BHF shops for many years 
to come.” 


Around 13,500 people die 
from coronary heart disease in 
London every year, but with con¬ 
tinued support from local people, 
the BHF can fight harder to re¬ 
duce this figure. 

CHD is the UK’s single 
biggest killer, causing approxi¬ 
mately 73,000 deaths in the UK 
every yearl. 

BHF shops are located across 
London and sell anything from 
clothes, shoes and handbags to 
CDs, DVDs and books. There are 
also BHF Furniture & Electrical 
stores in London, which sell 
items such as sofas, dining tables, 
beds, wardrobes, TVs and 
fridges. 

BHF shops offer a free collec¬ 
tion service for donations that 
can be booked over the phone by 
calling 0800 915 3000, or online 
for larger furniture and electrical 
items at bhf.org.uk/free. It’s 
never been easier to support the 
BHF’s fight for every heartbeat. 

BHF shops are always happy 
to welcome more volunteers. To 
find out more about volunteering, 
visit bhf.org.uk/volunteer 



JOIN HIM 

Royal Parks Foundation Half Marathon 
Sunday 11 October 2015 

Be a champion like Chris - reach for the finish 
line and raise funds to get us closer to a cure. 

parkinsons.org.uk/royalparkshm 
020 7963 3914 

© Parkinson's UK, April 2015 (RD1771). Registered charity in England and Wales (258197) 
and Scotland (SC037554). 
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CHANGE ATTITUDES. 
FIND A CURE. 

JOIN US. 


Writing for the London 
Weekly News every 
week, London's most 
outspoken entrepreneur 


Charlie 
Pipes Up! 



Welcome tonic for 
retailing enterprise 


T HANKS to some entrepre¬ 
neurial spirit and a little 
help from the Government, 
it looks like reports of the death of 
the high street may have been 
greatly exaggerated. 

I was full of praise for the Chancellor 
when he announced proposals in his 
Budget for an extension to Sunday trad¬ 
ing laws in England. 

It is a measure that can bring the high 
street kicking and screaming into the 21st 
century by giving them something closer 
to a level playing field with other enter¬ 
prises that can do businesses whenever 
they want. 

From Newcastle to 
Newquay those precious 
couple of extra hours of 
trade will be so valuable to 
English retailers. In Lon¬ 
don there is real optimism 
about the move, which, ac¬ 
cording to some research 
by Volterra Partners, could 
create 2,000 new jobs - 
and that’s just in the West 
End and Knightsbridge. 

The research also reck¬ 
ons that it’ll boost Central 
London businesses by £260m each year. 
Of course, this part of the world pretty 
much has its own economic climate be¬ 
cause of its intense tourist trade and 
wealthy residents, but the principle of 
adding extra time for shopping will bring 
similar financial benefits to cities, towns 
and villages across the country. 

Importantly, it will give newer retail 
enterprises that little bit of help in the 
early stages of their development when 
they need to be nurtured to help them 
flourish. 

And it is also coming at a time when 
new entrepreneurs are coming to the res¬ 


cue of the high street. Another bit of re¬ 
search, this time by mobile phone net¬ 
work EE, says that almost a third of new 
businesses launched in the UK over the 
next two years will start their life as a 
pop-up shop as entrepreneurs venture 
into the world of retail. 

While many relate the term ‘start-up’ to 
tech firms designing apps, it’s heartening 
to see that running a retail business is 
still an ambition for so many new entre¬ 
preneurs. 

Pop-up shops are a fantastic way to test 
out a market and give entrepreneurs a 
chance to hone their products and serv¬ 
ices. They are also a great way to inject 
some life into ailing town centres, creat¬ 
ing new footfall from inquis¬ 
itive shoppers. 

Extra face-to-face selling 
time will be snapped up by 
these new businesses and 
give them a better chance of 
growing. Of course, there is 
a benefit to all of us if these 
businesses succeed. 

Firstly, as consumers, it 
will increase our choice on 
the high street and also 
help the economy by creat¬ 
ing employment and gener¬ 
ating tax revenue for local councils and 
the Treasury. But they will also be wel¬ 
come new members of the mutually bene¬ 
ficial business community. 

After all, these businesses will need 
someone to do their accounts, help them 
with IT and, of course, help with their 
plumbing and property maintenance! 

Joking aside, the ripple effect of suc¬ 
cessful businesses is what makes the 
economy strong and the sooner these pro¬ 
posals come into force the better. We’ll all 
benefit. After all, as former US President 
John F Kennedy once said, a rising tide 
lifts all boats. 


6 As former 
President 
John F 

Kennedy once 
said, a rising 
tide lifts 
all boats b 
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Westway news 


UNDER THE WESTWAY 


Community spirit shines through 



Angela McConville, Chief Executive of 
Westway Trust, reflects on a day when 
the North Kensington community came 
together to defy the rain and celebrate the 
area’s diversity and talent 

T HE Westway community has 
a proud history of finding 
strength in adversity and the 
weekend provided a fine example of 
this when we hosted our annual 
community and culture festival cel¬ 
ebrating the area’s rich diversity. 

Unseasonal, wet weather swept in for 
the start of the Westway Trust Community 
Festival on Portobello Green and threat¬ 
ened to ruin the event despite all the hard 
work hundreds of people had put in to 
make it happen. 

But instead of fleeing the downpours, 
around 800 hardy locals found shelter in¬ 
stead under the Westway itself, where the 
event lay out was speedily re-designed and 
additional gazebos erected, so they could 
enjoy the entertainment provided by local 
performers on the main stage. 

I am hugely proud of the festival, which 
is in its fifth year and goes from strength 
to strength. This year we attracted 70 local 
community groups, organisations and per¬ 


formers. Our approach is to provide the 
space and platform for so many other 
groups to participate and perform. 

The festival celebrates the vibrant mix of 
people living and working in this area of 
West London and allows people to show¬ 
case their culture, whether that’s in music, 
dance or performance art on the main 
stage, or the international cuisine on the 
stalls. To me it underlines not just the di¬ 
verse cultural mix of the Westway commu¬ 
nity but also the skills and talent we have 
on our doorstep. 

I thoroughly enjoyed meeting and talk¬ 
ing to so many of the exhibitors and per¬ 
formers at the event. The demonstration 
of civic spirit was immense, as many local 
charities and groups talked to me about 
their advocacy work, services and plans for 
the future. 

Supplementary schools, cultural groups, 
arts collectives and charities all came to¬ 
gether to showcase all that is terrific about 
this community. Our Head of Culture & 
Partnerships, Lynda Rosenior-Patten, led 
the Mayor and Mayoress of the Royal Bor¬ 
ough on a tour of the many groups and acts 
and I know they were deeply impressed by 
the vibrancy of the community, braving the 
weather and coming together to celebrate 
and have fun. A wide range of acts taking 


part on Sunday included the ‘Bus Pass 
Broadway’ stars from Open Age, the ‘No 
Frills’ folk band, Solaris, the belly dancer 
and snake charmer, Abundance Arts and 
Steel Pan Artist Pan Diva steel band. 
There was fun for all the family too with a 
circus skills workshop, African drumming 
and arts and crafts. It was fantastic to see 
member organisations of the Westway 
Trust like Corner Nine Arts delivering 
their fantastic crafts workshops alongside 
the family learning team from the V & A 
Museum. 

The activities were free for the commu¬ 
nity and some groups took the opportunity 
to fundraise for their particular activities 
and causes; for example, the Pepperpot 
were sold out of their exceptional 
Caribbean cuisine by the end of the day. 

It took a team of more than 40 people to 
make Sunday’s event happen. 

More than 30 members of the Trust’s 
staff were on site on the day - from our gar¬ 
dening team helping the Portobello Market 
team with the set-up, and the sports team 
running the triathlon challenge to our 
young creative apprentices learning live 
about the demands of event management. 
The tenacious spirit of our Team Westway 
led by our Events Manager Kate Frame 
was terrific and made sure the event would 


go ahead whatever the weather. 

I was struck by the valuable role local 
volunteers once again played in our team, 
with thanks to the Volunteer Centre for as¬ 
sisting us in making this happen. 

Central to our vision of the Westway es¬ 
tate is a place that is economically and cul¬ 
turally vibrant, that draws on talent and 
celebrates the rich and distinguishing her¬ 
itage of the place. We want Westway to 
continue to thrive and be firmly on the map 
as a place of diverse cultural richness. 
Local festivals are just one of the many 
ways we hope to do that. In addition to the 
weekend’s festival we support a range of 
other events under the “Westway Pres¬ 
ents...” banner to celebrate the area’s cul¬ 
ture and heritage. 

In the months ahead, the community will 
celebrate Carnival Pioneers Day, Notting 
Hill Carnival, the Nour Festival, and after 
the holidays planning will get under way 
for our Christmas Festival. We hope many 
of the acts from Sunday will join with us 
again in making that a cracking success 
too. 

At Westway Trust we promise to con¬ 
tinue to champion culture and diversity - 
whatever the weather! 

■ Festival in pictures - see Page 17 



Help entrepreneurs 

DID you know that London’s tech entrepreneurs are 
looking for new areas of London to base themselves? 

While in recent years a lot of tech investment has 
gone into Shoreditch in East London, with rents soar¬ 
ing and space hard to find, companies are now look¬ 
ing elsewhere. 

This presents a tremendous opportunity for areas 
wanting to boost their local economy. However, tech 
entrepreneurs will only come if the infrastructure is 
in place to attract them. 

As well as good transport links, they also need 
good high speed broadband yet in many places it is 
not available. 

So, I’m urging every local councillor, MP, MEP 
and London Assembly member to push hard to make 
space and facilities available across our city. London 
is currently a world leader in tech. The more we de¬ 
velop it, the more we all benefit. 

Syed Kamall 
MEP for London 


Remember The Few 

THE Royal Air Forces Association, the charity that 
supports the RAF family, is holding a service at Si 
Paul’s Cathedral on Tuesday 15 September (Battle 
of Britain Day) to commemorate the 75th anniver¬ 
sary of the Battle of Britain. 

The charity’s Secretary General, Nick Bunting, 
said: “This year marks a major milestone in the his¬ 
tory of the Royal Air Force and sadly one of the Iasi 
opportunities we will have to include those who 
were part of the Battle of Britain. We would like to 
invite people who were around during the battle to 
attend our service: whether they were pilots, ground- 
crew, Royal Observer Corps, ambulance drivers, bar¬ 
rage balloon operators or children, not to mention 
the many other trades who gave so much in defence 
of king and country.” Anyone interested in attending 
the service can register their interest by 

visiting the website www.rafa.org.uk/battleofbritain. 
RAFA 
Leicester 


Summer holiday activities 


WITH schools now broken 
up, young people in 
Kensington and Chelsea 
need not be stuck for things 
to do during their holiday, 
say the authorities. 

The 2015 Summer in the 
City programme features 
hundreds of activities across 
the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea, 
Westminster and 
Hammersmith & Fulham. 
With free West End theatre 


performances, festivals, 
open-air cinema, nature 
trails, cupcake making, video 
design and so much more, 
there's little risk of them 
being bored. 

There are also lots of 
activities for children with 
disabilities, run by specialist 
groups like Mencap and 
Action on Disability, and 
disability sports are 
provided by Epic CIC. There 
are also specific activities for 


young carers, aged from five 
to 19 years, whose lives are 
significantly affected by 
caring for a family member. 
From late June visit 
mysummerinthecity.org.uk 
for the most up-to-date 
event information. Copies of 
the Summer in the City 
brochure are available in 
libraries, council buildings, 
children's centres and youth 
clubs across the three 
boroughs. 
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Battersea Park 
Children’s Zoo... 
who will you see 


Battersea Park 

Children's Zoo 


From cheeky monkeys 
to leaping lemurs, noisy 
otters to snuffling coatis, 
who will you come face 
to face with? 

PLUS our fun play 
area for kids of all ages! 



Battersea Park, Chelsea Bridge Gate 
Battersea London SW114NJ 
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Big dean-up under way 



■ TIDY PROPHETS: Mayor Boris Johnson confers with young volunteers as the ambitious Capital Clean-up campaign gets under way 
in Hammersmith's Marcus Garvey Park Pictures: Cartel/REX Shutterstock 


Boris gets behind 
capital’s tidy idea 


• By JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


VOLUNTEERS working to 
clean up a neglected park 
blighted by graffiti have 
received a helping hand 
from the Mayor of London. 

Boris Johnson visited the 
Friends of Marcus Garvey Park 
community group in 
Hammersmith, where some of the 
City Hall cash set aside for the 
capital’s biggest ever spruce up is 
being put to good use. 

The Mayor rolled up his sleeves 
to kick-start this summer’s 
‘Capital Clean-up’ campaign, 
which has seen more than 70 
organisations across 29 London 
boroughs awarded grants from a 
£60,000 funding pot. 

The clean-up scheme in 
Hammersmith aims to rid the 
Marcus Garvey Park of graffiti 
and anti-social behaviour, while in 
other parts of the capital 
thousands of volunteers are 
working to clear canals, tidy up 
high streets and plant new 
gardens. 

Sean Adamson, chairman of the 
park’s ‘Friends’ group, said: 
“Because of anti-social behaviour 
and rubbish dumping, we have 


been working on a project to 
revitalise Marcus Garvey Park and 
bring it back into community use. 

“We are now clearing up the 
park and, as it’s in between two 
schools, we have painted a mural 
on the wall to make it a nice focal 
point, and a safer environment for 
everyone - especially young 
people - to enjoy.” 

The Mayor picked up a paint 
brush to add the finishing touches 
to the colourful new mural, before 
peeling off stencils to reveal the 
finished artwork. 

“This summer’s Capital Clean¬ 
up truly is utilising the good will 
of thousands of volunteers hell 
bent on doing their bit to clean up 
our city,” he said. 

“This scheme makes a real 
difference in transforming and re¬ 
energising neglected local areas to 
create a better, cleaner 
environment for the millions of 
people that live in and visit 
London.” 

Since City Hall took over the 
campaign in 2011, more than 
10,000 volunteers have taken part 
in over 1,000 clean-ups of disused 
and unloved parts of the city. 

Last year’s clean-up saw 
volunteers collect almost 3,000 
bags of rubbish, transforming an 
area the size of 104 football 
pitches. 
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CHARITY NO. 206222 
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“You really can 
change the 
world if you 
Care enough.” 

Marian Edelman 

The British Home is a 
charity that has cared for 
severely disabled people 
for over 150 years. Help 
us to continue our work of 
improving the lives of those 
that need it most. 

Care to help? 
Care to give? 



THE BRITISH 

HOME 

CARING FOR PEOPLE 

WITH SEVERE DISABILITIES 


The British 
Home 

Crown Lane 
Streatham 
London 
SW16 3JB 


Tel: 020 8670 8261 
www.britishhome.org.uk 




■ CLEAN SWEEP: Mayor 
Boris Johnson meets 
hard-working 
volunteers as the 
London-wide Capital 
Clean-up campaign 
gets under way in 
Hammersmith's Marcus 
Garvey Park. The 
clean-up schemeaims 
to rid the park of 
graffiti and anti-social 
behaviour, while in 
other parts of the 
capital thousands of 
volunteers are working 
to clear canals, tidy up 
high streets and plant 
new gardens. 

Pictures: Cartel/REX 
Shutterstock 
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Enjoy London’s great outdoors 





■ LEAD ROLE: 
The Mayor's 
London's Great 
Outdoors 
Initiative has 
seen schemes 
such as 
Walthamstow 
wetlands, above. 
Lowlands 
Harrow, right, 
and Lambeth's 
edible bus stop, 
left, transform 
their local 
environments. 



WITH the summer holidays under 
way, the Mayor of London, Boris 
Johnson, is urging Londoners to get 
outside and explore public spaces in 
their neighbourhoods, using a brand 
new interactive map. 

For the first time, Londoners can go on¬ 
line to find out more about what is happen¬ 
ing near them. 

More than 200 public spaces have been 
plotted onto a brand new, easy to use inter¬ 
active map at www.london.gov.uk/out¬ 
doors - many of which have undergone 
improvements as part of the Mayor’s Lon¬ 
don’s Great Outdoors initiative. 

Through London’s Great Outdoors the 
Mayor has invested over £400 million in 
242 projects since 2009. From parks to 
streets, and squares to wasteland, neglected 
corners of the capital have been revamped 
to create beautifully designed oases through¬ 
out the urban jungle. 

Over 200 projects have been funded 
through various Mayoral programmes, in¬ 
cluding the Outer London Fund, Mayor’s 
Regeneration Fund, Pocket Parks, REleaf 
and the Big Green Fund. 

Transport for London, Crossrail and the 
London Legacy Development Corporation 
have also joined forces with London’s Great 
Outdoors to complete major projects, such 
as the creation of Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park, the makeover of South Kensington’s 
Exhibition Road and restoring the original 
open boulevard of Piccadilly and Pall Mall. 

Daniel Moylan, Chairman of the Mayor’s 
Design Advisory Group, said: “Over the 
course of the Great Outdoors scheme, the 


cityscape has transformed before our very 
eyes and I am delighted with the enhance¬ 
ments that have taken place. Whether they 
are spruced up high streets, new green 
spaces, town squares or infrastructure im¬ 
provements, each project has given a 
makeover to a small area of London and 
made it a better place for everyone to use 
and enjoy. Londoners looking to fill their 
summer with outdoor adventures are now 
spoilt for choice with the new and renewed 
public spaces that have been created across 
the length and breadth of our great city.” 

There are hundreds more projects across 
London with something for everyone, 
whether looking to pass a lunch hour or 
spend the whole day. For more information 
on London’s Great Outdoors and to find out 
what is happening near you, visit: www.lon- 
don .gov.uk/outdoors 

■ The Mayor’s Pocket Parks are introduc¬ 
ing more trees, plants, vegetable gardens 
and wildlife to help make London an even 
greener city and a more pleasant place to 
live and work, with improved air quality and 
reduced flood risk. 

■ The Mayor’s Outer London Fund is 
aimed specifically at helping London’s high 
streets to adapt and thrive. These initiatives 
are part of the Mayor’s £129 million invest¬ 
ment in high streets that has already helped 
56 high streets across London and attracted 
£56 million of match funding from public 
and private sector partners. 

■ The Mayor’s Big Green Fund is providing 
grants of up to £175,000 towards environ¬ 
mental improvements including better walk¬ 
ing and cycling links between green spaces 
and schemes that help to manage flood risk. 


Six of the best charities 


SIX charities from London have 
won a Charity Achievement 
Award and been shortlisted for 
the UK final where they will at¬ 
tend a prestigious awards cere¬ 
mony in London. 

The Lloyds Bank Foundation 
Charity Achievement Awards 
have been created to recognise 
the amazing, life changing work 
of small and medium sized chari¬ 
ties. The winners, who were se¬ 
lected from a strong field of 
charities across the region be¬ 


cause of their achievements 
against key criteria, are: 

■ Working Chance - Outstanding 
Impact 

■ Lift People - Against The Odds 

■ Latin American Women’s 
Rights Services - Valuing Volun¬ 
teers 

■ Zacchaeus 2000 Trust - Cham¬ 
pioning Change 

■ Hope 4 Havering - Unsung 
Hero 

■ Beyond Food Foundation - 
Enterprising Collaboration 


FREE EYE TEST 

Valid for one test booked on or before 30 
September 2015. Present voucher at time of 
test. Cannot be exchanged for cash, used with 
other vouchers or redeemed by customers 
already entitled to a free NHS-funded eye test. 
One per person, at participating Specsavers 
stores only. 

Need an eye test? Visit specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 





They will each receive £1,000 
and will now compete against 
charities from across England, 
Northern Ireland and the Channel 
Islands, with six overall winners 
to be announced at a UK final 
awards ceremony on October 8. 

An additional four charities 
were highly commended for their 
entries and will each receive 
£500: Drive Forward Foundation 
(Championing Change), Room to 
Heal (Outstanding Impact), Eng¬ 
lish For Action London (Unsung 
Hero) and Foodcycle 
(Valuing Volunteers). 

Chief executive of 
the Foundation, Paul 
Streets OBE, said of 
the awards: “We are 
delighted to celebrate 
the winners of our 
Charity Achievement 
Awards. 

“They have demon¬ 
strated excellent and 
inspiring practice, and 
have set the standard 
high; not just surviv¬ 
ing in these tough 
times, but thriving, 
delivering vital serv¬ 
ices and literally 
transforming lives. 

“For over 30 years 
the Foundation has 
supported thousands 
of such small and 
medium sized chari¬ 
ties to tackle disad¬ 
vantage in 

communities right 
across London and we 
look forward to doing 
much more in the 
years to come.” 



Bouldering is an exciting, sociable activity for all to enjoy, 
Climbing on short walls with the protection of a mat, 
where all you need is yourself* 

Work your mind and body at VauxWall. 
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New memorial ensures school’s 
brave sons will not be forgotten 



■ MEMORIAL SALUTE: Lord Dannatt, School Chaplain Rev Annie Kurk and headteacher of St Cecilia's, 
Niall Gallagher, with the new plaque. 
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M A R K E T 


Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 



■ ADDRESS: Bishop of Kingston, the Rt Revd Dr 
Richard Cheetham. 



■ SCHOOL REUNION: Former headmaster of 
Wandsworth School, Andrew Smetham, meets 
current headteacher Niall Gallagher. 


WHEN Wandsworth School 
was demolished in the late 
1990s all the war memorial 
plaques were either lost or de¬ 
stroyed. 

On the July 8 this year the Old 
Wandsworthians Memorial Trust held 
a memorial service and unveiled a new 
war memorial plaque at St Cecilia’s 
Church of England School, which was 
built on the former site of Wandsworth 
School. 

The service was attended by 85 peo¬ 
ple, which included over 45 former 
pupils and staff of Wandsworth School, 
along with the Mayor of Wandsworth, 
Lord Dannatt GCB CBE, MC, DL, 
Lord Swansea, Royal British Legion 
(Putney), Lieutenant Colonel Ed Moor- 
house London Regiment, Lieutenant 
Colonel Tim Smart Royal Marines and 
pupils and staff of St Cecilia’s School. 

The service was opened by Trust 
secretary Les Herbert, a former pupil 
of Wandsworth School, who also or¬ 
ganised the event. He first thanked 
Niall Gallagher, headmaster of St Ce¬ 
cilia’s School, for allowing the event to 
take place there. After setting the scene 
for the service and giving the audience 
some background about how he man¬ 
aged to find all the lost information, Mr 
Herbert also read out a letter from a 
company captain in the London Regi¬ 
ment serving in the First World War. 

Sacrifice 

Written back in May 1916, it was - 
sadly - informing a family of the loss 
of their second son who had paid the 
ultimate sacrifice in giving his life in 
an unselfish and brave act to save other 
men who had been wounded in battle. 
It was a very moving account which 
made the service more personal and 
there was many a tear in the chapel as 
a result. 

The service was conducted by the 
Bishop of Kingston, The Rt Revd Dr 
Richard Cheetham and the school 
chaplain, Rev Annie Kurk. During the 
service a reading was given by Mr Gal¬ 
lagher, followed by a short speech from 
Lord Dannatt, who was representing 
the Armed Forces. He said the service 
was a wonderful tribute to all the men 
who had given their lives for king and 
country in both world wars. He also 
emphasised the point that these names 
would not be forgotten and they would 
now, once again, be seen by the 
younger generation attending the 
school and for many generations to 
come. 

As a further tribute to these young 
men the song, Evening Prayer, by Pur¬ 
cell, was performed by Adrian Thomp¬ 
son, a former pupil of Wandsworth 
School, with musical accompaniment 
by Glyn Harvey, a former head of 
music at the school. 

This was followed by the national 
anthem and then the Bishop of 
Kingston gave the final dismissal. The 
procession then moved down to the 
main corridor of the school, where 
Bishop Richard carried out a short ded¬ 
ication and blessing of the war memo¬ 
rial plaque. The plaque was then 
unveiled by Lord Dannatt. 

The whole day was a terrific success 
and proved a fitting occasion to re¬ 
member the many brave young men 
from Wandsworth School. Lest we for¬ 
get. 





■ REGIMENTAL connection: Former Wandsworth School 
pupils Martin Walpole, Martin and Andy Archer, meet 
honoured guest Lieutenant Colonel Ed Moorhouse of the 
London Regiment. 



■ HONOURED GUESTS: Richard Moody (trustee) Annie Kurk, 
Mayor of Wandsworth Cllr Nicola Nardelli, and Les Herbert. 



■ HISTORY MADE: Lord Dannatt unveils the memorial 
plaque with Les Herbert, secretary of the Old 
Wandsworthians, far right, at his side. 



■ REMEMBERING: Memorial service guests, front row, left to 
right: Mayor of Wandsworth, Niall Gallagher, head teacher St 
Cecilia's School, Lord Dannatt GCB, CBE, MC, DL, Robert 
Andrews, Chairman of Old Wandsworthians Memorial Trust, 
John Mason, Royal British Legion Chairman Putney branch. 
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Queen Mother 
ready to repel 
Nazi invaders 



■ ARMED AND READY: The 
Queen Mother, Queen in 1940, 
was armed and determined to 
repel Nazi paratroopers. 


SEVENTY-FIVE years ago this 
month, as Adolf Hitler was hoping to 
goosestep into Buckingham Palace, 
Queen Elizabeth - the late Queen 
Mother - was packing a pistol and 
readying to shoot him if he tried. 

Unknown at the time to Londoners fearing 
invasion by the German hordes, the Queen was 
taking the defence of the realm into her own 
hands by arming herself with a revolver. 

July 1940 saw the start of the Battle of Britain 
as Hitler’s bombers set out to destroy RAF air¬ 
fields and planes as a key tactic in “softening 
up” the nation in advance of the German inva¬ 
sion. 

All over the UK, hundreds of thousands of 
civilians prepared for the worst and armed 
themselves with whatever weapons they could 
find - pitchforks, shotguns and home-made 
cudgels - as they responded to Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill’s rallying cry, “we shall 
never surrender”. 
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And among this unorganised 
but resolute self-defence move¬ 
ment was its most-unexpected 
volunteer, The Queen, and she 
was preparing to go down fight¬ 
ing. 

As her husband King George 
VI was fully and frankly briefed 
on the progress of the war at a 
weekly lunch with Churchill, 
Queen Elizabeth would have 
known exactly what to expect in 
the anticipated invasion. 

According to intelligence re¬ 
ports, Hitler intended that as the 
German invasion fleet reached 
British shores there would be a 
co-ordinated attack on London 
by paratroops of the elite 
Fallschirmjager, charged with 
securing key buildings and seiz¬ 
ing important hostages. 

No building was more impor¬ 
tant than Buckingham Palace to 
Hitler - who dreamt of appear¬ 
ing in victory on its balcony - 
and no hostage was more impor¬ 
tant than the King. But his wife 
was determined that Hitler 



■ DEFIANT: King George VI and Queen Elizabeth inspect 
bomb damage during the Blitz - and remained steadfastly 
opposed to leaving London. 


By Geoff Baker 


would not have him and she was 
prepared to shoot it out if neces¬ 
sary to defend him. 

The Queen’s determination to 
fight to the last bullet has been 
revealed by her cousin, Mrs 
Margaret Rose. 

“Queen Elizabeth did learn 
how to shoot a pistol in the gar¬ 
dens of Buckingham Palace,” 
said Mrs Rhodes, a former lady 
in waiting. “I suppose quite 
rightly she thought if para¬ 
chutists came down to whisk 
them away somewhere, she 
could at least take a parachutist 
or two with her.” 

The late Queen Mother’s 
steely resolve to fight the Ger¬ 
mans alongside the people 
emerged in the early days of the 
war when senior Foreign Office 
officials urged her and the King 


to flee Britain and take their 
daughters, Princess Elizabeth 
and Princess Margaret, to the 
safety of Canada. The Foreign 
Office argued that an evacua¬ 
tion, a move taken by more than 
6,000 other British families, 
would put the Crown in safety 
as the German invasion was 
considered a certainty. 

But The Queen put her foot 
down on the Whitehall advice 
and told officials that if London 
was expected to stand fast 
against German invaders then so 
would the Royal Family. 

“The children will not leave 
unless I do; I shall not leave un¬ 
less their father does, and the 
King will not leave his country 
in any circumstances whatso¬ 
ever,” she told her advisers. 

Although the princesses were 
sent to the relative safety of 
Windsor Castle - which turned 
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Defiance of Queen inspired Blitz-weary Londoners 


1940: Palace ready to shoot it out 


FROM PAGE 1 

out to be not safe at all, because of the 
Germans’ heavy bombing raids on the 
factories of nearby Slough - the King 
and Queen were determined to brave it 
out at Buckingham Palace. 

But their courage was in the face of 
great personal risk - for the Palace be¬ 
came probably the most-bombed home 
in London. 

Records at the National Archives 
show that Buckingham Palace was 
bombed by the German Luftwaffe on 
SIXTEEN separate occasions - which 
included nine direct hits. 

On one occasion, the King and Queen 
were just feet away from death as they 
took morning tea as a bomb struck the 
Palace. 

Their close escape came on Septem¬ 
ber 13th 1940 at around 11am, during 
the second of three daylight raids on 
London that day. 

A single German bomber specifically 
targeted the Palace with a stick of five 
high explosive bombs. Two of these hit 
the inner quadrangle, a third struck the 
Royal Chapel in the South Wing and the 
remaining two - one a delayed-action 
bomb - fell on the forecourt and on the 
roadway between the Palace gates and 
the Victoria Memorial. 

The explosions in the quadrangle rup¬ 
tured a water main and blew out most of 
the windows on the southern and west¬ 
ern sides. The interior of the Royal 
Chapel was pulverised and four workers 
were injured; one of whom died. 



■ COURAGE UNDER FIRE: George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth stood firm, 
side by side with fellow Londoners. 


The incident did not end until the fol¬ 
lowing morning, when the delayed-ac¬ 
tion bomb - lying between the forecourt 
gates and the Victoria Memorial - fi¬ 
nally detonated. Although rescue squads 
had been given time to build six foot- 
high sandbag walls around the bomb, the 
explosion destroyed much of the fore¬ 
court fencing around the South Gate and 


left a crater 30-feet-wide and 10-feet- 
deep. 

In a letter to her mother-in-law Queen 
Mary just hours after the first bomb 
wrecked the Royal Chapel, Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth revealed that she and the King had 
not gone to the Palace air raid shelter be¬ 
cause she was busy trying to remove an 
eyelash that had caught in His Majesty’s 
eye. 

In her letter the Queen records how 
she was “battling” to remove the eye¬ 
lash, when they heard the “unmistakable 
whirr-whirr of a German plane” and 
then “the scream of a bomb”. 

“It all happened so quickly that we 
had only time to look foolishly at each 
other when the scream hurtled past us 
and exploded with a tremendous crash 
in the Quadrangle,” she wrote. She 
added: “My knees trembled a little bit”. 

But her resolve did not and despite 
many other bombings of the Palace - in¬ 
cluding an attack by a VI flying bomb 
in June 1944, when the Palace grounds, 
walls and an 18th century summer house 
were badly damaged - the King and 
Queen never budged from their place, 
dangerously in the thick of it. 

It is this indomitable spirit - shared by 
all of London during a war that claimed 
17,500 lives in the capital - that our cur¬ 
rent Queen will honour next month 
when she leads the nation in tribute on 
VJ Day. 

For although VJ Day - August 15th — 
is titled Victory over Japan Day and 
marks the end of the war in the East, it 
has a greater significance in that it com¬ 


memorates the end of the war, period; a 
world war that cost the lives of more 
than 80 million people. 

The Queen’s family were among 
those who lost a loved one in the ap¬ 
palling carnage of the six-year war 
started by Germany. Her uncle Prince 
George died in 1942 at the age of 39 
while serving with the RAF. He was 
killed along with 14 other airmen when 
their Sunderland flying boat crashed. 
His youngest son, now Prince Michael 
of Kent, was only six weeks old at the 
time. 

The Queen, who also served during 
the war in the uniform of a subaltern in 
the Women’s Auxiliary Territorial Serv¬ 
ice, will lead the Duke of Edinburgh and 
other members of the Royal Family in¬ 
cluding the Earl and Countess of Wessex 
and the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester 
at a service attended by veterans, former 
prisoners of war and civilian internees 
will be held at St Martin-in-the-Fields 
Church. 

Later that afternoon the Prince of 
Wales and Duchess of Cornwall will be 
joined by veterans and their families for 
a special commemorative event at Horse 
Guards Parade, featuring a fly-past of 
historic aircraft, a wreath-laying cere¬ 
mony, readings and hymns. 

A most sombre moment of the event 
at Horse Guards will be actor Charles 
Dance reading the poem The Road To 
Mandalay by Rudyard Kipling. The 
poem was famously set to music and 
was a favourite marching tune for many 
in the 14th Army in Burma, commanded 


by Field Marshal Lord Slim during the 
campaign. 

The actor said: “When the Second 
World War ended in Europe in May 
1945 British and Commonwealth mili¬ 
tary personnel and civilians in the Far 
East were still at war, still on the front¬ 
line and still in prisoner of war camps. 

“VJ Day 70 on August 15 presents an 
opportunity for us to publicly recognise 
the sacrifices of the veterans, internees 
and their descendants, and the condi¬ 
tions they endured during the dark years 
of the Second World War.” 

The event will begin with a fly-past of 
four historic aircraft, a Spitfire, Dakota 
and Hurricane of the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight and a Royal Navy 
Swordfish, together with a current RAF 
Typhoon fighter jet. Afterwards, veter¬ 
ans, civilian internees, their descendants 
and families along with serving mem¬ 
bers of the Armed Forces will move 
down Whitehall and through Parliament 
Square to Westminster Abbey - passing 
the statue of Field Marshal Slim - in a 
special 70th anniversary parade. 

Along the route they will be sup¬ 
ported by military bands, and the final 
part will be lined by serving military. A 
reception will then take place in the 
grounds of Westminster Abbey, hosted 
by the Royal British Legion. 

The public are being urged to support 
the anniversary by lining the streets of 
Whitehall to watch the aircraft flypast, 
view the event in Horse Guards Parade 
on big screens and cheer on the veterans 
as they parade past. 
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75th anniversary 
salute to The Few 



■ FREEDOM FIGHTERS: Spitfires and Hurricanes led the 
defence of the realm duing 1940. 


A KEY member of the Royal 
Family will lead a 
commemoration and service of 
tribute at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
September to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the Battle of 
Britain. 

Past and serving senior 
officers of the RAF will also join 
the congregation on Battle of 
Britain Day, Tuesday September 
15 th. 

Although the service will 
largely honour The Few, the 
3,000 airmen who saved the 
world from tyranny by thrashing 
the German Luftwaffe and 
wrecking Hitler’s plans for the 
invasion of Britain, The Royal 
Air Forces Association, the 
charity that supports the RAF 
family, is keen that all who 
experienced or played any part 
in the historic events of 1940, 
and their families, may attend 
the service. 

The charity’s Secretary 
General, Nick Bunting, said: 
“This year marks a major 
milestone in the history of the 
Royal Air Force and sadly one of 
the last opportunities we will 
have to include those who were 
part of the Battle of Britain. We 
want to invite people who were 
around during the battle to 
attend our service: whether they 
were pilots, groundcrew, Royal 
Observer Corps, ambulance 


drivers, barrage balloon 
operators or children, not to 
mention the many other trades 
who gave so much in defence of 
King and Country.” 

Some 534 Allied aircrew died 
in the Battle of Britain, which 
began on July 10th 1940 and 
ended on October 31st. Besides 
RAF airmen, pilots from many 
nations took their brave part in 
the war in the skies against 
German bomber and fighter 
aircraft, including fliers from 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, Poland, South Africa, 
Czechoslovakia, France, 

Belgium, Ireland the United 
States. 

In the early summer of 1940 
Germany had conquered France, 


Belgium, The Netherlands, 
Denmark and Norway. Hitler 
contemplated invading Britain 
but because the Luftwaffe failed 
to eliminate the threat to the 
invasion posed by the RAF, the 
invasion never materialised. 

Because of security, the 
commemoration service at St 
Paul’s will be a ticket-only 
event. Tickets are free and 
anyone interested in attending 
the service can register by 
visiting 

www.rafa.org.uk/battleofbritain 
or by sending their name and 
postal address to: Battle of 
Britain Commemorations, RAF 
Association, 117.5 

Loughborough Road, Leicester 
LE4 5ND 
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Race is on to see who will team up with The Queen 


by Geoff Baker 

W ILL Mrs Tiggy- 
Winkle become 
the new face 
with The Queen on the 
next £20 note? 

Unlikely as it seems, the op¬ 
tion of the 110-year-old hedge¬ 
hog washerwoman gracing the 
note is one now facing the Gov¬ 
ernor of the Bank of England, 
Mark Camey. 

Earlier this year the Governor 
invited the public to nominate 
their favourite figure to replace 
economist Adam Smith on the 
note. The nomination period 
closed last week with 29,000 
people suggesting a face. 

The criteria for the cash role 
was that it had to be someone, 
now deceased, who worked in 
the visual arts, and among the 
front-runners revealed by the 
Bank of England are Alfred 
Hitchcock, Charlie Chaplin, 
Michael Winner, sculptor Bar¬ 
bara Hepworth and Beatrix Pot¬ 
ter. 

Although the Governor is 
under pressure to choose a 
woman for the note - following 
feminist outcry that the only fe¬ 
males on our cash are Florence 
Nightingale and the obscure 
19th century prison reformer 
Elizabeth Fry - picking one is a 
problem. 

For an issue that the Governor 
wants to avoid when the new 
note is printed is the majority of 
people asking “who’s that?” 

The problem is exacerbated 
because, unlike Chaplin and 
Hitchcock, whilst many of the 
women nominated are famous 
for their work, most people 
would not recognise them in a 
month of Sundays. 

Take the celebrated Barbara 
Hepworth, can you recall what 
she looked like? Exactly. And 
the same is the case with another 
front-runner to be the face of the 
Twenty, Beatrix Potter. Al¬ 
though her children’s book char¬ 
acters are instantly known 
around the world, the imagina¬ 
tive author would not be recog¬ 
nised if she sat next to us on the 
bus. 

So among the suggestions 
made to Mark Camey is a pro¬ 
posal that Beatrix Potter could 
be celebrated by the image of 
her work - i.e. Mrs Tiggy-Win¬ 
kle or Jemima Puddle-Duck - 
much in the same way that, if 
Charlie Chaplin was picked in 
the face of women’s protest, his 
image would most likely be that 
of his movie character the 
tramp, rather than his actual and 
far lesser-known everyday self. 

The same issue hangs over 
other famous women nominees. 
Will most people readily iden¬ 
tify the face of Laura Ashley or 
Madam Tussaud or the libertine 
painter of the Bloomsbury 
Group, Mary Bell? 

Of course the same can be 
said for the majority of men who 
have made the 592-name short¬ 
list from which the Bank of 
England has to pick the face of 
the note that will not enter circu¬ 
lation until 2020. Who, if they 
are honest, could effortlessly 
pick out Edward Lear, Edwin 
Lutyens or George Stubbs in an 
identity parade? 

But despite this problem the 
Bank is chuffed with the na¬ 
tion’s enthusiasm for the project. 
“We are delighted with the 


Mrs Tiggy-Winkle 
potters into the 
running to add 
tender touch 
to new £20 note 



■ HAIR APPARENT: A 
retouched image of The 
Queen led some observers 
to identify 7 a demon 7 where 
her tiara had been on a 
Canadian banknote in 1951. 

number and breadth of the nom¬ 
inations we have received, and 
we are very grateful to all those 
who have engaged with us on 
this new initiative,” said Chief 
Cashier Victoria Cleland. 

“The fact that so many visual 
artists have been put forward by 
the public underlines the extent 
of British achievement in the vi¬ 
sual arts and reinforces why this 
field deserves to be recognised 
on the next £20 note.” 

“During this process, we have 
repeatedly heard how important 
banknotes are as a symbol of the 
United Kingdom. So the Bank is 
pleased to announce that after 
careful consideration future ban¬ 
knote designs will explicitly rep¬ 
resent all four nations of the UK. 

“Starting with the £5 polymer 
note in 2016, future banknotes 
will include symbols represent¬ 
ing the home nations. The im¬ 
agery will be taken from the 
Royal Coat of Arms and the 
Royal Badge of Wales. This fol¬ 
lows discussions with the First 
Ministers of Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. The de¬ 
sign will be released at the un¬ 
veiling of the new £5 note next 
year.” 

The highly-recognisable 
image of The Queen will of 
course remain on the new score, 
whether it becomes “a Potter” or 
“a Heppie”, and one thing that 
the Bank will most certainly 


want to avoid is any accident on 
the royal side of the artwork like 
that which in the past saw Her 
Majesty sharing the note with “a 
demon”. 

In 1951 The Queen sat for 
Canadian photographer Yousuf 
Karsh and one of his images was 
used three years later for a new 
series of Canadian notes from 
$1 to $1,000. 

“This new series would have 
the portrait of the queen on the 
right side of the banknote so that 
her image would not be marred 
when it was folded,” said numis¬ 
matist Steve Wynalda. “How¬ 
ever, the selected photo featured 
a tiara on Elizabeth’s head and 
as Canadians preferred informal 
depictions of the Queen, artists 
retouched the negative to re¬ 
move it. But when the artists did 
not retouch the hair behind the 
Queen’s left ear, the change in 
brightness of her hair had an un¬ 
expected result - and a year after 
it began circulating, banks 
began receiving complaints that 
‘a demon’ was hovering just be¬ 
hind Her Majesty’s ear. 

“Artists were commissioned 
to obscure the devil’s image and 
the series was reissued in 1957. 
All the denominations were 
changed except the $1,000 bill, 
which had a wait of several 
years before it was retouched.” 

A similar problem occurred in 
1958 when the bank of The Sey¬ 
chelles issued a 50-rupee note 
with a portrait of The Queen sur¬ 
rounded by typically-tropical 
palm trees. 

“But the palm trees to the 
right of the queen appeared to 
spell out the word ‘sex’”, said 
Mr Wynalda. “At first, this was 
thought to be a printing mistake. 
The two artists commissioned to 
draw the palm trees were not the 
culprits: their drawings and de¬ 
signs were examined and did not 
have the palm trees in that con¬ 
figuration. The engravers there¬ 
fore probably altered the design, 
but because of fears of counter¬ 
feiting, their identities were kept 
secret. While there is little sup¬ 
porting evidence, some have 
speculated that someone who 
supported Seychelles independ¬ 
ence from Britain inserted the 
secret words to embarrass the 
Crown.” 

Whether Mrs Tiggy-Winkle 
would embarrass the Crown is 
as unlikely as, sadly, the realistic 
chances of her being picked for 
the design of the new note, 
which will be revealed next 
year. 




■ TAKE NOTE: Beatrix 
Potter's Mrs Tiggy-Winkle is a 
contender to feature on the 
next £20 Bank of England 
note, while a Seychelles bank 
note appeared to feature the 
word 7 sex 7 alongside The 
Queen in the 1950s. 
Controversy raged over 
whether the palm trees had 
been drawn with some sort 
of protest in mind. 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Agatha Christie mystery role for TV favourite 


Walliams back to the 50s and 
a very different little Britain 



■ MYSTERY MAN: David Walliams and co-star Jessica Raine. 


by Geoff Baker 

I S David Walliams becoming 
the new Stephen Fry? Al¬ 
though 14 years the junior of 
Britain’s great statesman of 
showbiz, the similarly-superior 
star of Little Britain is fast catch¬ 
ing up Fry as the nation’s 
favourite polymath. 

Fry’s entry in the biographical briefs 
of our great and good reads “comedian, 
actor, writer, presenter and activist” and 
Walliams can claim many of the same ti¬ 
tles. And as with Fry, it is difficult to de¬ 
cide what he is most best at - is it his 
award-winning comedy or his more re¬ 
cent success as an author of children’s 
books which have now sold more than 
four million copies? 

In themselves, both men have much 
in common; both are tall, charmingly 
good-mannered, great intellects, bipolar, 
deliberately camp in their TV styles and 
leading lights in charity work and cam¬ 
paigns like Comic Relief and equal 
rights for gay marriage. 

Now Walliams is following Fry, the 
acclaimed star of the 1997 film Wilde, 
by turning entirely serious in period 
drama as the hero of the BBCl’s new 
Sunday night series, Partners In Crime, 
commemorating the 125th anniversary 
of Agatha Christie’s birth with a new 
version of her Tommy and Tuppence 
stories. And judging by the BBC’s con¬ 
fident excitement for the series, it could 
be one that completely re-styles what 
Walliams is famous for. Goodnight 
Britain s Got Talent, in fact. 

It’s a jump that many comedians have 
successfully made before; Robin 
Williams, Billy Connolly, Steve Martin, 
Eddie Muphy, Dan Aykroyd, Ricky Ger- 
vais, Eddie Izzard and Jim Carrey have 
all triumphed in switching from laughs 
to straight. Peter Sellers, once the funni¬ 
est man in Britain, defined the transition 
as the simple-minded gardener in the 
beautifully-touching movie Being There. 

Partners In Crime is an adventure se¬ 
ries with espionage and humour at its 
heart. Set in a 1950s Britain, rising from 
the ashes of the Blitz into the grip of a 
new Cold War, the detective duo of bee¬ 
keeping Berefords stumble into a world 
of murder, undercover agents and Cold 
War conspiracy. Tuppence is a woman 
who sees adventure round every comer, 
throwing herself head first into every 
mystery with passion and fervour, deter¬ 
mined to get to the tmth no matter what 
it takes, much to the dismay of her more 
cautious husband Tommy. 

Walliams, who brought the idea of the 
series to the BBC, is hoping that it will 
put the pair up there alongside Christie’s 
better-known creations. 

“In bringing these thrilling stories to 
the screen, it is our ambition for Tommy 
and Tuppence to finally take their right¬ 
ful place alongside Poirot and Marple as 
iconic Agatha Christie characters,” he 
says. “I was first drawn to the delicious 
notion of a married couple solving 
crimes together, and the more I read of 
the Tommy and Tuppence novels and 
short stories, the more I realised they are 
among Christie’s very best work.” 

Mathew Pritchard, chairman of 
Agatha Christie Ltd, says his grand¬ 
mother would have approved of the new 


adaptation of her less famous characters. 

“All writers, particularly my grand¬ 
mother, like to have a broad repertoire 
of books that they write. The character 
of Poirot appeared in 33 novels written 
by my grandmother as well as 50 short 
stories and two plays,” he said. 

“She wrote 12 novels and 20 short 
stories with the Marple character and 
four Tommy and Tuppence novels along 
with a collection of short stories. 

“All in all my grandmother produced 
66 mystery novels, over 150 short sto¬ 
ries, six other novels, two memoirs and 
18 plays. I think it can be said that she 
liked to do a mixture of all these books 
in order to keep her talent sharp and her 
mind properly flexible. When she went 
back to a character, she could look at it 
fresh again and she wouldn’t get bored 
writing them and people wouldn’t get 
bored reading them. So Tommy and 
Tuppence was a place she could go that 
was entirely different from Poirot or 
Miss Marple and have a refresher 
course, so to speak, on the adventure 
business. 

“There are quite big time gaps be¬ 
tween the Tommy and Tuppence stories 
and that was mainly because her pub¬ 


lishers were insistent on having Poirot 
all the time, which my grandmother 
found rather boring. 

“She was very fond of Tommy and 
Tuppence, so every now and then she es¬ 
caped and wrote a Tommy and Tup¬ 
pence novel. I think that is one of the 
reasonswhy the Tommy and Tuppence 
material is very fresh, quite humorous 
and different in that they are adventure 
stories. I think this means that she en¬ 
joyed writing them and that actually re¬ 
flects on the written page.” 

T HE BBC has clearly spent 
a bomb on its lavish adap¬ 
tation and the inside word 
is that it will spell a whole new 
career for the multi-talented Wal¬ 
liams, who has received rave re¬ 
views from the production team 
for work that is a million miles 
from his dark comedy of Little 
Britain. 

“What is wonderful about David is 
that he has an ability to understand 
human nature and what makes people 
tick,” said the director, Edward Hall. 


“He is able to touch you, not only by 
being funny but also by being very, very 
moving. David is particularly good at 
playing a vulnerable man who finds 
himself in very unknown situations in 
front of some frightening people. 

“He is wonderfully successful at put¬ 
ting you as the viewer into his shoes and 
you really feel scared for him. He has a 
genuine and open quality to the way he 
works. Underneath that is this fero¬ 
ciously forensic and brilliant eye for the 
technical detail of human behaviour and 
comedy which has been so tried and 
tested in his brilliant work preceding 
this. 

“He brings a mixture of those things 
to the table and it is a wonderful cocktail 
of a charming, funny, witty, entertaining 
man who you want to come out on top. 

“Tonally in the story you have to flip 
between dark thriller to sudden light 
comedy and you can’t do it with an actor 
that doesn’t understand both genres, 
which David does. That is the main chal¬ 
lenge of the series, in one moment it can 
be delightfully funny and slapstick and 
the next you are in the dark world of Tin¬ 
ker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy. It was an excit¬ 
ing opportunity for me, knowing David 
would be playing that balance.” 

No pressure on Walliams then, whose 
new series - set in the previously un¬ 
fashionable Fifties - is eagerly expected 
at the BBC to be a format that will sell 
very profitably aboard. 

“I’ve really enjoyed it. It’s something 
totally different for me and I love a new 
challenge and this has certainly been a 
challenge. 

“These are quite big, complicated sto¬ 
ries that we hope will be around for a 
long time and be seen around the world, 
so it has to be brilliant,” says Walliams, 
who has been a fan of Agatha Christie 
since his childhood in Merton. 

“I was probably about 10 years old 
when I watched Murder On The Orient 
Express with Albert Finney and I ab¬ 
solutely loved it. I was so taken aback 
by the twist at the end. Being a child my¬ 
self, I hadn’t read the book and I didn’t 
have any knowledge of it so I just 
thought it was one of the most extraor¬ 
dinary things. 

“From that moment, I became a fan 
and have loved the TV adaptations over 
the years. I was lucky enough to be in 
The Body In The Library, the first Miss 
Marple story in the new block of 
Marples, and I was thinking about what 
I would really love to do and I thought 
I’d love to do something in this area 
again because I am such a big fan of 
Christie’s writing. 

“What was interesting in starting this, 
was trying to work out the tone of the 
drama because the Agatha Christie 
world is not quite the real world - it’s 
heightened. Trying to get the tone right, 
especially when starting something new 
is very interesting. 

“We don’t want it to be exactly the 
same as Poirot and Miss Marple and we 
want some humour in it but not too 
much. We want the characters to have 
warmth and humour to them. Having 
come from a background in comedy, 
what I was really interested in was a hus¬ 
band and wife team and how they might 
relate and bicker whilst solving crimes, 
because their relationship is going to be 
key. I also thought there should be some 
humour there, but at the same time when 
someone dies, we want it to be horrify¬ 


ing. So we were conscious of treading 
the line between it being funny and it 
being dark and dangerous too.” 

With Jessica Raine of Call The Mid¬ 
wife fame perfectly cast opposite him as 
Tuppence, the BBC is hunching that a 
big new TV crime-busting partnership is 
being bom to, it hopes, catch the appeal 
that Hart To Hart and even Minder had 
of decades ago. 

“I realised Tommy and Tuppence had 
been quite neglected and it just felt like 
the most incredible opportunity when 
thinking of resurrecting the duo,” said 
Walliams. 

“Unlike Poirot and Marple, who are 
familiar to audiences in their various 
adaptations, Tommy and Tuppence 
aren’t that well known. They have been 
televised before and there have been a 
couple of movies, but it has not been 
done in a way that most people would 
consider definitive. 

“Tuppence is definitely more forth¬ 
right. She’s braver than Tommy, he’s 
more on the back-foot, but he means 
well. Tommy is a bit more of a klutz 
than Tuppence and is sometimes more 
of a burden. During the Second World 
War, Tommy was hit by a catering van 
on his first day as a soldier so he never 
got to prove himself- this is his journey 
to become a hero. Together however, 
Tommy and Tuppence make a good 
team. 

“The 1950s backdrop is visually a 
wonderful setting, just post Second 
World War, where these spy stories feel 
well placed, certainly the ones we have 
been filming, The Secret Adversary and 
N or M? They fitted because you have 
the Cold War and the visible threat of 
Soviet communism. It felt like a really 
great time frame. 

“I also think it is an interesting period 
as it’s not overly familiar to audiences, 
some time frames you keep coming back 
to, for instance the 1920s with the music 
and the fashions. But we just felt let’s try 
and do something a little surprising and 
set them in the ‘50s. 

“In the ‘50s people dressed in a for¬ 
mal way. If you look at footage from that 
time, the men are wearing suits, ties and 
hats and the women are equally beauti¬ 
fully dressed. I rather like wearing suits 
and looking smart. I like the cars and I 
like the slight sense of struggle about it, 
with poverty post Second World War. 

“I also like the idea that Tommy and 
Tuppence aren’t living the high life that 
they might have done in the 1920s, even 
though it was after the First World War. 
I just thought we really haven’t seen this 
represented on TV in recent years. 
Hopefully people will embrace the time 
period and really get to enjoy it.” 

The executive producer of Partners In 
Crime, Hilary Strong, is confident the 
BBC has found a format that will run 
and run, keeping Walliams away from 
his day job in comedy and talent shows 
for a while. 

“Agatha Christie wrote four full- 
length books, but she also wrote a won¬ 
derful collection of shorter stories, some 
of which lend themselves to expansion. 
So there is a lot of original work for us 
to draw upon,” said Strong. “We are al¬ 
ready working on what the next stories 
will be that we take to the BBC for se¬ 
ries two.” 

■ Partners In Crime BBC1 Sunday 
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The Westway Festival 


Flyover Umbrella' saves the day 



■ FESTIVAL FUN: The area under the Westway was packed with stalls and 
many excited festival goers. 



■ DRUMMING UP SUPPORT: Samba Reggae band Tribo got the festival off to 
an upbeat start 



■ ALL THAT JAZZ: Bus Pass to Broadway entertained with classics from the 
1920s. 



■ PULSATING: The Westway throbbed to the capoeira beat. 


T HE Westway flyover became the 
biggest umbrella in West London on 
Sunday when it was transformed into 
an impromptu shelter for more than 800 
people attending the Westway Trust Com¬ 
munity Festival. 

Unseasonal wet weather forced organisers Westway 
Trust to hurridly decamp most of the festival from 
Portobello Green and set up under the Westway. 

The switch proved a masterstroke as the local com¬ 
munity valued the effort to give them a free festival 
which celebrates the diversity and talent of the area. 

The musicians remained on Portobello Green and a 
village of gazebos was erected to shelter the apprecia¬ 
tive audience from the inclement weather. 

Almost 70 local community groups, organisations 
and performers supported the festival. 

Westway Trust’s Development Director, Louise 
Wolsey, said: “It was fantastic to see so many partner 
and community organisations taking part and bringing 
their vibrancy, skills and talents to the festival. That, 
and the spirit of people who were determined not to 
let the weather beat them, was what made the festival 
such a fantastic day. 

Terrific day 

“It was a great example of the work Westway Trust 
is doing to collaborate with and support the commu¬ 
nity through Westway Presents...” 

Local resident Faye Tobby was one of those who re¬ 
fused to let a little rain spoil a terrific day out in Lad- 
broke Grove. “Having it under the Westway was 
brilliant; it was like a massive umbrella,” said Faye. 

“It’s been a great day and it’s nice that there is some¬ 
thing for the community to get together. Lots of people 
don’t have much money so things like this fill an im¬ 
portant gap in people’s lives. 

“I grew up in the 1980s and a lot of the community 
spirit has been lost since then. It’s been brilliant to 
have something like this kicking it back in. It helps 
people know about their neighbours, their community 
and their surroundings. People can come together in 
one place and leam about each other.” 

Jacinta Sarnie was another of the local residents de¬ 
termined to defy the dark clouds and enjoy the diverse 
range of musical talent on display on the stage. A reg¬ 
ular at Westway Trust’s annual festivals, she said: “It 
doesn’t matter what the weather may bring, come 
snow or rain, we’ll be there. Life’s too short to miss 
out on something like this festival. 

“You’ve got a bit of this and a bit of that - there’s 
something for everyone and I enjoy everything. And 
it’s all free.” 


□See this week’s Under the Westway 
column on page 9 



■ VIBRANT AND VIVID: Members of the Sudanese 
community shared their culture. 



■ HOST WITH THE MOST: Compere Peaches kept the energy levels up. 



■ MAGIC MOVES: Dancers from Pimento Supplementary School. 



■ SNAKES ALIVE: Solariss Ade with her Burmese python Sheeba. 



■ TRICKY BUSINESS: The Mayor Cllr Robert Freeman learns to spin plates 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Sauce of inspiration 


A COUPLE of years ago, Londoner 
Natalie Coleman was just as likely 
to be spinning the decks in a night¬ 
club as flitting between saucepans in the 
kitchen. 

All that changed in 2013, when the for¬ 
mer credit controller and part-time techno 
DJ won MasterChef and hung up her head¬ 
phones to pursue her passion for cooking. 

“The DJ-ing days are long gone. It’s 
only friends’ parties these days. Which is 
a shame, because I loved playing my 
music, but you can’t do it all,” says the 31- 
year-old. 

“I packed up my office job, and now 
everything I do revolves around food.” 

Since being crowned winner of the BBC 
One show, Coleman has brought out her 
own book, Winning Recipes For Every 
Day, completed work placements in the 
kitchens of top chefs such as Marcus 
Wareing and Michel Roux Jr, and ap¬ 
peared at numerous food festivals and 
roadshows. 

But while Coleman - who jokingly de¬ 
scribes herself as “the girl from Hackney 
done good” - confesses her kitchen is “too 
tiny to swing a cat in”, she won’t be mov¬ 
ing away from her east-London base any 
time soon. 

“I like it too much here. There’s so 
much going on, loads of places to eat, 
you’ve got Brick Lane, Broadway Market, 
Vietnamese food - everything’s on your 
doorstep.” 

With a laugh, she adds: “My mum 
would tell you it’s chaos in my kitchen! 
She won’t let me cook in their kitchen. 
Well, once in a blue moon, but she thinks 
I make too much mess. I don’t think I’m 
that bad, but she does...” 

Coleman’s latest project is a series of 
sweet and savoury recipes for British cher¬ 
ries to mark this summer’s cherry season. 
The flavoursome dishes include cherry tart 
tatin, cherry mess, pork, cherry and pista¬ 
chio terrine, and spiced duck pancakes 
with cherry sauce. 

“You can do so many different things 
with cherries,” she says. “They go really 
nicely with savoury dishes. With the pork 
recipe, you need something that’s a bit 
sharp to cut through the fatty meat, so they 
work really well with it.” 

Using fresh, seasonal produce in her 
dishes is important to the chef. “You 
wouldn’t eat a roast dinner at the height of 
summer, would you? You get ingredients 
at their best when they’re in season.” 

But what she’s most enthusiastic about 
is inspiring youngsters to get involved in 
the kitchen. She’s teamed up with Central 
Street Cooking School in the capital to 
host affordable cookery lessons for local 
children. 

“They’re such a laugh and the kids are 
so responsive, they love it,” says Coleman, 
who finds the classes are a way of encour¬ 
aging picky eaters to try dreaded fruit and 
veg. “We turn fruit and vegetables into 
something cool. Tomorrow we’re doing 
little chicken shish kebabs and flatbreads 
and a ‘slaw, they don’t realise how many 
vegetables they’re getting, and we’re 
doing muffins with cherries in them,” she 
adds. The busy cook and food writer still 
finds time to tune into MasterChef, which 
she returned to last year as a guest judge. 

“Last season was great. When I went 
back, I did feel for them,” adds the star, 
who admits she got through plenty of 
nerves-soothing Rescue Remedy during 
her time on the contest. “I was in their 
shoes once, and I know what it’s like.” 



■ MASTER STROKE: MasterChef 
winner Natalie Coleman. 


Here are three of Coleman’s recipes for 
British cherries to try at home... 

CHINESE FIVE SPICED DUCK 
PANCAKES WITH CHERRY SAUCE 

(Serves four to six as a starter) 

For the duck: 

3 large duck legs 
3tsp five spice powder 
2tbsp honey 

2tbsp water 
Salt 

For the cherry sauce: 

350g cherries - pitted and cut into halves 

2tbsp honey 

1 star anise 

1 strip of orange peel 

1 cinnamon stick 

Itbsp light soy sauce 

Itbsp rice wine vinegar or Mirin 

2tbsp water 

Good pinch of five spice 
Grind of pepper 
To serve: 

12 Chinese Pancakes 

1/2 cucumber - seeds removed and sliced 
into 5cm long batons 

4 spring onions - tops and roots removed 
and finely sliced into 5cm strips 

Prick the duck legs all over with a fork 
piercing the skin, then massage the five 
spice into the flesh and season with salt. 
Place into a bowl, cover with cling film and 



■ TUCK IN: Five spiced duck pancakes 
and cherry sauce. 


leave to marinade in the fridge for two 
hours, for the duck to take on the spice. 

30 minutes before cooking, remove from 
the fridge so you bring the duck up to room 
temperature. 

Preheat oven to 200C/Gas Mark 5. Place 
the duck into a roasting tin, cover with foil 
and cook for 45 minutes. 

In a mixing bowl, mix the honey and 
water and set aside. 

After the duck has been in the oven for 
45 minutes, remove and drizzle the 
honey/water over the duck, then return to 
the oven for a further 35-40 minutes until 
the duck has crisped up. Check every 15 
mins or so and baste the legs with the 
cooking juices. When cooked, remove and 
allow the duck to rest for 10 minutes. 

When the duck has rested, shred the 
meat from the bone using two forks and 
serve while warm. 

For the sauce, place three-quarters of the 
cherries and the rest of the ingredients into 
a saucepan and, on a medium heat, reduce 
until the cherries start to give and become 
a pulp. This should take four to five minutes. 
Remove from the heat and then remove the 
star anise, cinnamon stick and orange peel 
and add the rest of the cherries. Remove 
from the saucepan into a serving bowl and 
set aside until ready to serve. 

To serve, warm the pancakes as directed 
on the pack. Separate and top each with a 
spoonful of warm cherry sauce, some duck 
shreds, cucumber, spring onion, then roll 
up. 

CHERRY MESS 

(Serves six) 

For the meringues: 

4 egg whites 
150g caster sugar 
1/2 tsp white wine vinegar 
For the roasted cherries: 

500g cherries - pitted 
2tbsp runny honey 
Zest 1/2 orange 

1 vanilla pod - split and seeds removed 
For the vanilla whipped cream: 

300ml double cream 
3tbsp icing sugar 
Itbsp vanilla paste 

3 ginger biscuits blitzed to ground crumbs 
Preheat the oven to 160C/Gas Mark 3. Whisk 
the egg whites with an electric mixer to stiff 
peaks. Add the sugar, one tablespoon at a 
time, whisking well between each addition. 

Fold in the vinegar with a spatula, then 
spoon the meringue mixture on to a baking 
tray lined with baking parchment. You want 
it to be 1.5cm thick. 

Reduce the oven temperature to 
150C/Gas Mark 2 and bake for 45 minutes, 
or until the outside of the meringue is set 
lightly golden brown and the inside will be 
chewy. Leave to cool on the baking tray. 
Once cooled, break into pieces. 

For the roasted cherries, preheat oven to 
180C/Gas Mark 4. Place all the ingredients 
into a baking tray and mix well. Roast in the 
oven for 20 minutes until the cherries have 
softened. Remove from the oven and 
remove the vanilla pod. Allow to cool to 
room temperature before serving. 

For the vanilla whipped cream, whisk or, 
using an electric mixer, beat the cream, 
icing sugar and vanilla paste until soft swirls 
and set aside until ready to serve. 

To serve, add the broken meringue 
pieces to the vanilla whipped cream and 
then fold through the roasted cherries, but 
don't mix too well as you want it to be red 
and white, not pink. Spoon into glasses, 
sprinkle with the crushed ginger biscuits 
and serve within 30 minutes so that the 
meringue keeps its wonderful texture. 



MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


Pasta and prawn salad 

SERVES 4 

T HIS is a great way to use the shells from seafood, if, that 
is, they don’t already have an appointment with your soup 
pot. I use the dressing for all kinds of shellfish salads. It 
keeps very well frozen or in a preserving jar in the fridge for a 
month or so. 

16 large seawater whole raw prawns 
200g spaghetti or another pasta 
4 firm tomatoes (flesh only) 

2tbsp chopped parsley 

2 green or red chillies, finely chopped 

Itbsp cider or white-wine vinegar 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

For the infused oil 

The shells from the prawns 

120ml olive oil 

150ml vegetable or corn oil 

ltsp tomato puree 

4 firm tomatoes (skin and pulp only) 

1 clove of garlic, peeled and halved 
ltsp fennel seeds 
10 black peppercorns 
A couple of sprigs of thyme 

Remove the heads and shell the prawns then make a slit along the 
back and de-vein them if necessary. To make the prawn shell oil: 
put all of the ingredients for infused oil in a saucepan with three 
tablespoons of water. 

Bring to a simmer and keep on a very low heat for 10 minutes 
then remove from the heat and leave to infuse for an hour and 
strain through a fine-meshed sieve. The next day, strain through 
muslin or a fine-meshed sieve and store in a sterilised bottle or 
jar in the fridge. 

Oil infusing to make the prawn shell oil (Jason Lowe) 

For the salad, quarter the tomatoes with a sharp knife, then, 
with the skin side on the board, remove the skin and squeeze out 
the seeds. Cut the flesh into rough ^cm dice. 

Cook the pasta in boiling salted water according to the manu¬ 
facturer’s instructions then drain and quickly refresh under some 
cold water. Cook the prawns in a little salted water for a minute 
then drain. 

To serve, whisk the prawn oil with the vinegar and season. 
Then toss the pasta with the prawns, parsley, tomatoes, chillies 
and dressing, and season to taste. 
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Musical memorable for its intensity 


House of Mirrors and Hearts 

Areola Theatre **** 

A NEW musical is always 
a draw for me and particu¬ 
larly one which is playing 
at the wonderful Areola 
Theatre, which is one of 
my favourite fringe ven¬ 
ues. 

This offering by Eamonn 
O’Dwyer and Rob Gilbert is a 
dark and intense piece of theatre 
which expertly weaves together 
a tale of family tragedy, disfunc¬ 
tion, and mistrust. 

The story begins in the home 
of a bespoke mirror maker 
where catastrophe soon strikes, 
leaving a shadow over the lives 
of those family members who 
remain. Years later the conse¬ 
quences of earlier events still de¬ 
fine their lives until a new lodger 
comes onto the scene and helps 
to unravel the painful realities of 
what’s gone before. 

Musically this is wonderful 
and in places has obvious echoes 
of Sondheim with clever 
rhythms and quite complex 
lyrics. The book catalogues the 
intricacies of family relation¬ 
ships, particularly female ones, 
and shows how one event can 
shape a future where too much is 
left unresolved and unsaid. 

Gillian Kirkpatrick leads the 
cast as Anna, a somewhat 
smokey and almost altogether 
washed-up lush whose grasp on 
both her own and her teenage 
daughters’ existence is reproach- 
able. One daughter is meek as a 
mouse and endures hours of soli¬ 
tude while the other entertains 
her teenage libidinous delights 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


with seemingly full approval 
from her drunken mother. 

Molly McGuire as Lily the 
slutty, St Trinian’s style school¬ 
girl was just a little too carica¬ 
tured for my taste, although her 
scenes with her mother were 
very truthfully portrayed. Grace 
Rowe as Laura the tortured 
youth was a much more believ¬ 
able character and beautifully 
conveyed the years of psycho¬ 
logical pain through small but 
perfectly directed mannerisms. 

The family’s direction 
changes when lodger Nathan, 
played by Jamie Muscato, joins 
the household and opens a dia¬ 
logue between the women. Mus¬ 
cato is masterful as the jittery 
and awkward scholar who is in¬ 
trigued by the three women and 
the truth behind past events. His 
Catch the Light with Rowe is 
worth the ticket price alone. 

A good cameo performance 
came from Graham Bickley, 
who has an extensive West End 
pedigree and provided a calm 
and manly presence. 

At times I almost forgot I was 
watching a musical, such was 



■ MUM'S THE WORD: Charlotte Pourret Wythe as Young Lily, Gillian Kirkpatrick as 
Anna and Sophie Pourret Wythe as Young Laura. Photos Darren Bell 



■ ENCOUNTERS: Gillian Kirkpatrick as 
Anna in The House of Mirrors and 
Hearts. Bottom: Jamie Muscato as 
Nathan and Molly McGuire as Lily. 


the intensity of the drama, al¬ 
though I have to say my atten¬ 
tion did wane towards the end of 
act one, which really needed to 
be about 10 minutes shorter. 

A heart-breaking and honest 
portrayal of a flawed family and 
with beautiful original music to 
boot makes this a definite rec¬ 
ommendation. 

■ The House of Mirrors and 
Hearts runs until 1st August. 
Visit arcolatheatre.com 



Week 1 Monday 27th July Friday 31st July 


Royal appointment for 
Cattrall and Morrissey 


KIM Cattrall, David Morrissey 
and Reece Shearsmith will join 
the line-up for the autumn 
season at the Royal Court. 

The Sloane Square theatre, 
which is famed for its high 
quality productions, including 
highly acclaimed Constella¬ 
tions, which has just trans¬ 
ferred to the Trafalgar Studios, 
has again attracted some of 
the biggest names in theatre 
for its season of plays. 

Cattrall, who is best known 
for playing Samantha in the 
hit TV series Sex and the City, 
is no stranger to the stage hav¬ 
ing previously played Alexan¬ 
dra Del Lago in Sweet Bird of 
Youth at the Old Vic, London in 
2013. 

Cattrall will play Linda in a 
play by Penelope Skinner 
about a top marketing execu¬ 
tive of a beauty company. 



■ IN COURT: Kim Cattrall. 


Morrissey and Shearsmith 
will both appear in Hangman, 
which tells the story of 
Britain's second best-known 
executioner on the day in 1965 
that the British government 
announces it is abolishing cap¬ 
ital punishment. 

Morrissey is a familiar fix¬ 
ture on our screens, having 
most recently appeared in the 
three-part serial The Driver, 


written by Danny Brockle- 
hurst. 

Shearsmith was co-creator 
of the comedy show The 
League of Gentlemen, as well 
as starring as Detective Ser¬ 
geant Stone in Chasing Shad¬ 
ows, an ITV drama series 
about missing persons. 

The third play to feature in 
the Jerwood Theatre down¬ 
stairs stars Georgina Campbell 
in Speech Debelle's live per¬ 
formance and short film, a col¬ 
laboration between the Royal 
Court Theatre, Speech Debelle 
and director Ed Sayers. 

Completing the programme 
are three plays which will be 
performed in the Jerwood 
Theatre Upstairs and are by 
writers who sent in their 
scripts speculatively, showing 
the company's thirst for new 
and innovative theatre. 


Week 2 Monday 10th August Friday 14th August 
Fully Booked Monday 17th August Friday 21 st August 
Week 4 Monday 24th August Friday 28th August 

Monday to Friday 1 Oam - 3pm 
£60 Per Player Per Week 
Ages 7-12 Years 
Packed Lunch & Drinks Required 

TERM TIME SCHEDULE 



DAY TIME 


Monday 4-5pm 
Monday 5-6pm 
Tuesday 4-5pm 
Tuesday 5-6pm 
Wednesday 4-5pm 
Wednesday 5-6pm 
Thursday 4-5pm 
Thursday 5-6pm 
Friday 4-5pm 


AGE GROUP 


7-8 Years 
9-10 Years 
11-12 Years 
13-16 Years 
3-4 Years 
3-4 Years 
5-6 Years 


PLAYER LEVEL 


Intermediate 

Intermediate 

Intermediate 

Advanced 

Beginners 

Beginners 

Beginners 


Thursday 5-6pm Girls Only Mixed Ages Mixed Ability 
Friday 4-5pm 7-10 Years Beginners 

£5 Per Session, Paid In Blocks In Advance 

Saturday - Advanced Sessions - Invitation Only 


FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD: 
07855 543210 ingo@ballers.london www.ballers.london 
Docklands Settlement, 400 Salter Road, Rotherhithe SE16 5LJ 
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Importance of Being Earnest 
at the Vaudeville Theatre 

To November 7 

David Suchet stars as Lady Bracknell in Oscar 
Wilde's much loved masterpiece. Directed by 
Adrian Noble, Wilde's superb satire on Victorian 
manners is one of the funniest plays in the 
English language - the delightful repartee and 
hilarious piercing of hypocrisy and pomposity 
can still make you laugh out loud. Two bachelor 
friends, the adorable dandy Algernon Moncrieff 
and the utterly reliable John Worthing JP, lead 
double lives to court the attentions of the 
exquisitely desirable Gwendolyn Fairfax and 
Cecily Cardew. The gallants must then grapple 
with the riotous consequences of their 
deceptions, and with the formidable Lady 
Bracknell, www.importanceofearnest.com 

Exhibition of work by artist 
Irwin Crosthwait at Gray MCA 

September 17 to 22 

Unseen and redisovered works by the former 
Canadian war artist, fashion illustrator and 
modern painter Irwin'Bud'Crosthwait (1914 — 
1981), will go on sale in an unprecedented 
selling exhibition by Gray MCA in London this 
September. The exhibition will present the 
most extensive selection of works by 
Crosthwait in 45 years, from across Europe and 
North America, including many works that 
have never before been on public view. The 
exhibition will feature a total of more than 60 
original works ranging in price from £350- 
£10,000. Location: Gallery 8,8 Duke Street St 
James's London SW1Y 6BN. Opening hours: 
Thursday 17 September - 9.30am - 8.00pm; 
Friday 18 September, Saturday 19 September, 
Sunday 20 September, Monday 21 September, 
Tuesday 22 September - 9.30am - 6.30pm 

Buckingham Palace 
summer opening 

August 1st to September 27th 2015 
Visit Buckingham Palace, the official London 
residence of the Queen, this summer. 
Buckingham Palace is one of the world's few 
remaining working royal palaces - don't miss 
the chance to see it. Explore the lavishly 
furnished State Rooms, containing some of the 
greatest treasures from the Royal Collection. 
Highlights include paintings by Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Vermeer and Poussin, Canaletto and 
Claude. Sculpture by Canova and Chantrey. 
Exquisite examples of Sevres porcelain. Some 
of the finest English and French furniture in the 
world. 

Sinatra: The Man and His Music 
at the London Palladium 

To October 10th 

The iconic music of Frank Sinatra is brought to 
life at one of the capital's most iconic venues in 
Sinatra:The Man and His Music at the London 
Palladium.This multi-media concert, which has 
the support and endorsement of the singer's 


family, marks the centenary of Sinatra's birth 
and features all of his greatest hits including Fly 
Me To The Moon, New York, New York and My 
Way. Staged at the West End venue where the 
legendary entertainer made his 1950 British 
singing debut, Sinatra:The Man and His Music 
combines rare and original master recordings 
with cutting edge technology and never before 
seen performance footage to celebrate 
Sinatra's hugely successful music career. 
Featuring a 24-piece orchestra and a company 
of 20 dancers, the show takes audiences from 
Sinatra's formative years to his later life. 

Prudential RideLondon 

August 1 and 2 

Developed by the Mayor of London and his 
agencies, Prudential RideLondon is a world- 
class festival of cycling. There is no other 
closed-road event like it that combines the fun 
and accessible element of a free family ride in 
central London with the excitement of 
watching the world's best professional cyclists 
race in the Prudential RideLondon-Surrey 
Classic and Prudential RideLondon Grand Prix. 

Horrible Histories: Barmy Britain 
Part 3 at the Garrick Theatre 

To September 5 

We all want to meet people from history. The 
trouble is everyone is dead! Will King John be a 
martyr for the Magna Carta? Party with the 
Puritans and light up your life with the great 
fire of London! Clap along with crazy King 
Charles! Will you see eye to eye with Admiral 
Nelson? Does the Duke of Wellington get the 
boot? Vomit with the vile Victorians and make a 
great escape from the First World War! 

Starring Neal Foster and Anthony Spargo, it's 
history with the nasty bits left in! Tickets from 
£8.75 

Hamlet at the Barbican Theatre 

August 5 to October 31 
Directed by Lyndsey Turner and starring 
benedict Cumberbatch. Benedict Cumberbatch 
takes on the title role in Shakespeare's great 
tragedy. Directed by Lyndsey Turner (Posh, 
Chimerica) and produced by Sonia Friedman 
Productions, the Barbican presents an exclusive 
twelve-week run of this compelling new 
production in summer 2015. As a country arms 
itself for war, a family tears itself apart. Forced 
to avenge his father's death but paralysed by 
the task ahead, Hamlet rages against the 
impossibility of his predicament, threatening 
both his sanity and the security of the state. 

The Barbican has sold its current allocation of 
advance tickets. However, small numbers of 
tickets may be returned or released for advance 
sale online. Visit hamlet-barbican.com for more 
details. There are also 30 £10 tickets available as 
day-seats for sale each day in person. Up to two 
tickets per person, sold at the advance ticket 
desk from 10.30am; the Barbican Centre will 
open from 9am. Returned and late-release 
tickets may occasionally become available at 
the last minute on the day of the performance. 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
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Lasting appeal of 
evergreen Wicked 


ONE of the West End’s most 
popular shows has announced its 
much anticipated annual cast 
change, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

Wicked, The Untold Story of 
the Witches of Oz, is a musical 
with the story told from the per¬ 
spective of the witches and has 
an army of loyal fans who have 
all been waiting expectantly to 
find out who will be the cast in 
the most coveted female roles on 
the London stage. 

The current acclaimed stars 
Emma Hatton (Elphaba) and Sa¬ 
vannah Stevens (Glinda) will ex¬ 
tend their contracts, much to the 
delight of their many loyal sup¬ 
porters who will have been 
among the hundreds who re¬ 
cently enjoyed the roof-top per¬ 
formance by ‘phosphorescent’ 
Green witch at the West End Live 
event. 

Hatton performed the show’s 
most famous anthem, Defying 
Gravity, back in June from the 
Canada building besides Trafal¬ 
gar Square in a quite unique and 
breath-taking moment for the 
crowds of onlookers. 

Joining them at the Apollo 
Victoria in September will be 
Oliver Savile, who has enjoyed 
great success in some of Lon¬ 
don’s most iconic shows, includ¬ 
ing The Phantom of the Opera, 
Les Miserables and in the UK 
tour of Cats as Rum Turn Tugger. 
Savile will play Fiyero, who is 
the heart-throb and love interest 
of the fairytale. He will be joined 
by Sean Kearns as Doctor Dilla- 
mond, Daniel Hope as Boq and 
Carina Gillespie as standby for 
Glinda. 

I recently watched Wicked for 
the tenth time and it still holds all 
of the same excitement and glo¬ 
rious fantasy that it always has. I 
had goosebumps even at the 
thought of some of the show’s 
most beautiful moments, which 
include some very clever Wizard 
of Oz jokes interwoven with a 



■ WELCOME : Savannah Stevenson and Emma Hatton in the 


evergreen Wicked. 



■ WELCOME: Oliver Savile 
joins the cast of Wicked. 


Photo by Matt Crockett 

touching and meaningful dia¬ 
logue as well as some of the best 
female show tunes ever to have 
been written. 

This musical offers everything 
from laughter to heartbreak in a 
fabulous account of how no one 
should be judged just by the way 
they look. 

The smash hit show is now the 
West End’s tenth longest running 
of all time and has been seen by 
over seven million people with 
3,700 performances. 

I haven’t seen it quite that 
many times yet but with the show 
likely to remain a permanent fix¬ 
ture for the foreseeable future, 
I’m sure I will manage to squeeze 
in a few more visits to Oz. 

For more information, you can 
visit the show’s dedicated web¬ 
site, wickedthemusical.co.uk 


Classic tracks from Grease sequel revived 



■ ON TRACK: Ashleigh Gray at the making of Cool Rider. 


I WAS very lucky to be invited 
last week to the launch party 
for a new musical soundtrack, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The album, titled Cool Rider, 
features the songs from 1982 
movie Grease 2, which starred 
Maxwell Caulfield alongside 
Michelle Pfeiffer. 

Although never achieving he 
same heady levels of success 
as its 1978 forerunner, fans of 
the film are devoted and many 
of the songs are cherished by 
the 1980s generation. 
Following two sold-out runs in 
the West End last year. Cool 
Rider appears to command the 
same type of cult following 
and a cast album was made 
due to the high demand from 
fans of the show. 

I'll admit to being one of the 
80s kids who loved the sequel 
and although I missed the 
performances at the Lyric and 
the Duchess, I was very excited 


to hear the underrated tracks 
again. They include the classics 
Reproduction, Let's Do It For 
Our Country and the title track. 
Cool Rider. 

The cast of the West End 
triumph have been reunited to 
record the album, with cast 
members including Asleigh 


Gray, Aaron Sidwell and Reece 
Shearsmith. The singers are 
backed by a wonderful 10- 
piece band in a project that 
was funded by fans through a 
successful 'kickstarted' 
campaign - many of whom 
were at the party. For more, 
see Coolriderlive.com 
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M cQueen, the 
play about the 
tortured couture 
designer Alexander Mc¬ 
Queen will transfer to the 
West End in August. 

The production, which pre¬ 
miered at the St James Theatre, 
where it broke box office 
records, will transfer to the The¬ 
atre Royal Haymarket on August 
27 for a limited season until No¬ 
vember. 

Written by James Phillips and 
directed by John Caird, the pro¬ 
duction stars award-winning 
actor Stephen Wight in the title 
role. Janet McQueen, one of Lee 
Alexander McQueen’s sisters, 
said of the play and the produc¬ 
tion at St James Theatre: “It was 
as though the play and Stephen’s 
performance brought Lee back to 
me again. I felt as though he was 
real again for me.” 

Gary McQueen, Lee’s 
nephew, added: “It does really hit 
something in your heart.” 

When I interviewed writer 
James Phillips before the pre¬ 
miere he told me about the story. 

“I came up with this show 
about a girl who breaks into his 
house and how they go on a fairy 
story journey over a single night. 
I had this vision for how this 
whole thing would work. It 
linked with quite a lot of other 
work which I was starting to do 
at the same time, sort of magical 
stuff set in London.” 

The show is really fantastical 
and features wonderfully stylised 
choreography in a very aestheti¬ 
cally pleasing piece of theatre. 

Joining Stephen in the West 
End run will be Carly Bawden in 
the role of Dahlia. The role was 
originated by Dianna Agron who 
is not participating in the transfer 
due to filming commitments and 
who received a decidedly mixed 
response to her portrayal. Repris¬ 
ing their roles as Isabella Blow 
and Arabella will be Tracy-Ann 
Oberman and Laura Rees respec¬ 
tively. Michael Bertenshaw will 
be joining the cast as Mr Hitch¬ 
cock, with further casting for the 
West End transfer still to be an¬ 
nounced. 

Some scenes have been rewrit¬ 
ten and an interval has been 
added to the play. Phillips says: 
“I’m so delighted to have Mc¬ 
Queen in the West End and to 
take this opportunity to refine 
some things from the original 
production. 

“For me, it’s also thrilling that 
we’re going into the Theatre 



West End 
welcomes 
McQueen 


■ ACCLAIMED: 
Stephen Wight, top, 
and Carly Bawden, 
in the West End with 
McQueen. Main 
picture: Tracy-Ann 
Oberman as Isabella 
Blow and Wight as 
Lee. Photo by Specular 


By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


Royal Haymarket, as it was in 
this theatre that I had my first 
ever professional job, a few 
months after leaving college. I 
was a peasant - a silent role! - in 
Miss Julie starring Christopher 
Eccleston, Aisling O’Sullivan 
and Maxine Peake. Thelma Holt 
produced the play. It really is one 
of the most beautiful theatres I’ve 
ever been in.” 

Lee Alexander McQueen died 
on February 11, 2010, aged 40. 
Bom in Lewisham and raised in 
Stratford, East London, at 16 he 
served an apprenticeship with 


Savile Row tailors Anderson & 
Sheppard. Later, he studied at 
Central Saint Martin’s College of 
Art and Design and his gradua¬ 
tion collection was bought in its 
entirety by influential fashion 
stylist Isabella Blow. He was ap¬ 
pointed head designer at 
Givenchy in 1996, where he re¬ 
mained until 2001. McQueen 
achieved the title British De¬ 
signer of the Year four times be¬ 
tween 1996 and 2003, and was 
also awarded the CBE and 
named International Designer of 
the Year by the Council of Fash¬ 
ion Designers in 2003. New 
York’s Metropolitan Museum of 
Art hosted a posthumous exhibi¬ 
tion of McQueen’s work in 2011 
titled Savage Beauty. The exhibi¬ 
tion is currently being shown at 
the V&A until August 2 and is a 
stunning event well worth a visit. 


dentistry for you 

^ j.fy./ * •— - it - 

Emergencies seen same day 

Private treatments available 

Cosmetic treatments 

We care for anxious patients 

FREE treatments for under 18's, 
nursing & expectant mothers 


Smith returns to the London stage 


Affordable rates 
Hygienists available 



■ ICONIC ROLE: ACTRESS 
Sheridan Smith as Cilia Black. 


FOLLOWING a year of unparal¬ 
leled success, Sheridan Smith 
has confirmed she will be star¬ 
ring as Fanny Brice in the Menier 
Chocolate Factory production of 
Funny Girl, writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

The musical will mark Smith’s 
return to the London stage fol¬ 
lowing previous award-winning 
success in Legally Blonde and 
Flare Path. Rehearsals will begin 
in October for the show, which 
was made famous by the musical 
icon Barbara Streisand in the 
1968 film. It is loosely based on 
the life and career of the comedi¬ 
enne Fanny Brice and her stormy 
relationship with entrepreneur 
Nicky Amstein. Streisand shared 


the Best Actress academy award 
for the role, which she had previ¬ 
ously played on Broadway. 

For 34-year-old Smith this is 
yet another milestone in a truly 
remarkable career which has 
seen the actress achieve critical 
acclaim for her portrayals in the 
TV dramas Mrs Biggs and Cilia 
as well as being awarded an OBE 
in the New Year Honours list for 
services to drama. 

I spotted Smith at the press 
night for What’s it All About: 
Bacharach Reimagined where 
she was pictured with the leg¬ 
endary composer and later 
tweeted she “now can’t sleep 
with excitement” about Funny 
Girl!” 


Some patients may be entitled 
to FREE NHS dental treatment 
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OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.4 1/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.41/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.81/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 


i!S Motability 

® The leading car scheme for disabled people 


O Motability 


MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 



£99 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 


n 


VA 


CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.71/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.91/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 1/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 
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Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 



Wanted 


Qulified Accountant 


Small home practise 
Low fees 
Prompt service 
0208 677 3675 


AIR COMPRESSOR easy infla¬ 
tion, air beds, tyres, toys etc. 
Fits 12 v cigarette lighter sock¬ 
et. Brand new £35. Tel: 020 
8461 2790. 


SCOOTER CHILD'S PROTIX 

expensive model, accept £35 
ono. Ideal present could 
arrange delivery. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 


CERAMIC HEATER AND FAN 

FOR CAR hot or cold, brand 
new £35. Tel: 020 8461 2790 



GEORGE FOREMAN GRILL 10 

piece setting in good condition. 
Cost new £55 accept £25 ono. 
Tel: 07944 398 940 


BISSELL BAGLESS 1600W, 
vacuum cleaners £35. COOK- 
WORKS KETTLE with matching 
toaster £15. Tel: 020 8854 8266 


SQUARE WOODEN FOLD UP 
TABLE with 4 chairs with arms 
& cast umbrella stand, £25. 
Wooden Bench Seat with cush¬ 
ion £20. Metal wheel barrow. 
£15. 07944 398 940 


ADHD/SEN/DYSLEXIA 

RITALIN/ 

HOME SCHOOLING 


email: 

Mr Coles 
MA Ed Spec 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 

Walter 

020 7738 2455 


28 CRAFT/SOURCE/HOW TO 
BOOKS mainly hardback. All 
vgc. Interior 

design/furnishing/textiles, 
embroidery/rugs/glass £50 the 
lot. Brockley. Buyer collects Tel: 
020 8691 0194 


16" PC MONITOR £30 ovno. 
Netgear G54 wireless USB 
adaptor £10. Tel: 020 8265 1852 


‘ Static caravan for sale on 
camber sands holiday park. 
Excellent condition & 2015 site 
fees paid. Amazing facilities!!!! 
Guaranteed funding available 
from £1,000 Deposit and £211 
per month. Call Luke on 079501 
27697 


DYSON BAGLESS CYLINDER 
VACUUM CLEANER serviced, 
demonstrated working £35. Tel: 
020 8692 8449 could arrange 
delivery. 



MOSES BASKET AND ROCK¬ 
ET STAND perfect condition 
£15. Baby bath and bowl, yel¬ 
low £5. Bag of baby clothes too 
many to count, all good makes. 
£15. All items in wash and 
ironed and excellent condition. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PONK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL.. 

IP’S AND SINCLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 


LARGE BUTLER SINK ideal 
restoration or garden planter 
£30 vgc. pair of large hoppers, 
unusual shape, rare, cast iron, 
perfect condition £100. Smaller 
pair £50. 020 8855 8824 


FOUR IN ONE PRAM 

purple/silver cross, excellent 
condition, including moses bas¬ 
ket, changing mat, changing 
bag. Pram turn into buggy, new¬ 
born to three years. Cost £600 
asking price £250 ono. SE8 
area can deliver. 


CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 



BARGAIN BUYS, 2 BMX 
BIKES, 2 BI-FOLD DOORS, 
DOUBLE GLAZED DOOR, 

Call Steve 07896 975 745 


WHITE PORCELAIN BUTLER 
SINK currently used as contain¬ 
er for plants, ready to lift away, 
own transport £40 ono. Cat 
Scratching post on fixed 
pedestal with playball attached, 
1 foot high prevents kitty 
scratching sofa) £6 ono. Tel: 
020 8769 0597 



VINYL CORK EFFECT FLOOR 
COVERING £10, 54" width x 
108 Length). 020 8693 4158 


COZY AIR FLOOR FAN model 
CHS16, 60 watts, 3 speeds, 
working in good condition £8. 
Evolution MR149 Midi 
Keyboard battery AC 220 240 
912 power adaptor in close 
condition £20. 020 7733 1836 + 
07877 818 162 


HOVER ELECTRIC LAWN 
MOWER with grass box, Hardly 
used, three positions, good 
working order price £40. Tel: 
020 8697 8436 



16" PC MONITOR £30 ovno. 
Netgear G54 wireless USB 
adaptor £10. Tel: 020 8265 1852 


To advertise 
in this 
section, 
please call 


Home Services 



SINGLE DUVET with cover for 
young children, one side for 
boys other for girls, as new £10. 
140 PSI Air Compressor 12 
VDC compact power with pres¬ 
sure gauge 10ft wire, air hose 
and cord store inside unit, 
brand new £10. Tel: 020 7733 
1836 + 07877 818 162 



2 GARDEN SHREDDERS 

Almost new, 1 for £25 or 2 for 
£50 ono 

Tel: 020 8330 5867 


SATELLITE RECEIVER KIT 

£60. Tel: 07880 597 732 
SILVER TUBELAR GLASS TV 
STAND fits ups to 42" flat 
screen. Buyer collects £35.00 
quick sale. Tel: 020 3620 4153 


Air Conditioning 


PIANO UPRIGHT £40, will 
need 2 men & van, upstairs flat, 
Chingford (no yellow lines). Tel: 
020 8527 5336 


GIRLS SCHOOL DRESSES 

cardigans, summer and winter 
ages 4yrs-7yrs as new 50p-£1. 
Men's Designers shirts "Polo", 
"Pierce Cardin" "Yves Saint 
LaurenT". Large - ex large x 4 
£20 the lot, excellent condition. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 


HOVER ELECTRIC LAWN 
MOWER with grass box, 3 
positions hardly used, good 
working order, bargain £40. Tel: 
020 8697 8436 


MAN'S BROWN SHEEPSKIN 
JACKET knee length 42" chest 
in good condition. Buyer col¬ 
lects £50. Tel: 020 8698 4971 


EXCELLENT THEATRE & 
FILM BOOKS some new, for 
sale. Please ring and ask for 
Barrie. 020 7836 6220 


MATTRESS double less than a 
year old, pale blue colour, buyer 
collects £10. Only Tel: 020 8333 
2944 



GARDEN STRIMMER BY 
FLYMO electric unused still in 
manufacturers box with guaran¬ 
tee accepted £30. Tel: 020 8692 
8449. Could arrange delivery 
2015 model. 


3 PIECE EXTENSION WOOD¬ 
EN LADDER ideal for the 
handyman. £15 ono. Tel: 020 
8330 5867 


airweJI 

systems 


Air Conditioning 

Chiller I Freexer Room* 
Rctrlperaton 
1S Heat Aecowy 
Ventilation 

Fabrication. Install, Repairs 


FISHING CHAIR very comfort¬ 
able hardly used £25. Tel: 020 
8771 5583. Thornton Heath 


GARDEN TUBS concrete, in 
cracked ice design, 1ft x 1ft x 
1ft deep with lipsides, £15 
each. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery. 


JIGSAW RECIPROCATING 
HEAVY DUTY SAW new, still in 
manufacturers box. £30 ono. 
Cost £2.00. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Can arrang to deliver 


Same Day Quote 

Call: 020 7060 5096 

wvrw.the4ircondltiontn9conipany.co.(it( 


PAIR CELESTON FLOOR 
STANDING SPEAKERS £50 

Buyer collects. Tel: 07956 671 
816 


KING SIZE BED FRAME sleigh 
bed style, ebony wood colour 
with sprung base only £50. Tel: 
020 8859 0975 


ROYAL ALBERT BONE CHINA 

England Pixie Pink sugar bowl 
and milk jug. Good condition 
£10. Silver thimble £10. Tel: 020 
8858 7569 


To advertise 
in thi* 
section, 
please call 


LAMBETH DOULTON three 
pieces, tobacco jar, 2 caul¬ 
drons, gold and blue, offers. Tel: 
020 7733 0623 Brixton 


1 MEDIUM SIZED FISH TANK 

£30. 1 Large Fish Tank £50. 
Both in boxes, buyer collects, 
genuine, enquiries only. Tel: 
07557 235 951 


LITTLE USED MOUNTAIN 
BIKE for sale at £35, no offers, 
slight problem with gears. Tel: 
020 7732 1039 


AQUARIUM 100 litres, very 
good condition, fully equipped, 
manuals £99.99. Self collection. 
Tel: 07575 168 736 


BEAUTIFUL LUSH EXOTIC 
GARDEN PLANTS fan palm 
£10. Cordyline £10. Oleander- 
red £10, Lemon Geranium £5. 
Large money plant £10. Spider 
plant £5. Can deliver all. Tel: 010 
7228 3956 



Articles Wanted 




SOLDIER wooden 15" high, 
brown and gold in colour, han¬ 
dle at back moves mouth up 
and down. White hair and 
beard. Black sword with belt. 
Perfect condition £10. 020 8312 
2476 


Leisure 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 




REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


FOLD UP WHEELCHAIR used 
once, in very good condition. 
£70 ono. Tel: 07944 398 940 



PINE COMPUTER CUP¬ 
BOARD looks like small 
wardrobe when closed, Takes 
16" monitor, 2 DVD/CD racks, 
pull out keyboard tray, shelf in 
door, tower space etc. £60. Tel: 
020 8265 1852 


WHITE MARBLE SINKTOP left 
hand drainer, two tap holes 138 
xm x 64 cm, sink opening 36.5 
x 52 cm, good condition £40. 
White wash basin, mono tap 
with pedestal, rounded front 
57cm x 43 cm, new £10. Tel: 
07947 160 413 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £17. Bush VCR903 
video rec, remote and instruc¬ 
tions £17. Tel: 020 8670 4682 


PINE DRINKS CABINET (still 
flat packed) new £30 ovno. 
Used twice, 5 in 1 multi function 
steam mop inc 4 extra pads 
£25. Tel: 020 8265 1852 


GILES & POSNER MINI TWIN 
PIEMAKER tabletop with elec¬ 
tric plug, recipe book, never 
used in original packaging £18. 
Spin & store salad spinner, let¬ 
tuce crisper £12. Kitchen 
wastebin, tall white, new £9. Tel. 
020 8769 0597 



AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Cleese 

Builder 


Roofing, 
Brickwork, 
Plastering, 
Electrics, 
Carpentry, 
Kitchens, Interior 
Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, 
Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop 
Fitting, Decorating 
and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 
No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 


T 1 A TkT WEEKLY 

London News 






Cl 


i 





To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) 


CLASSIFICATION 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
L Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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Electrical Services 


Terry. G. George Electrical Services 

All Electrical & Testing work undertaken 

• Lighting ‘Sockets • Fuseboards ‘Re-wiring 

• Cooker Connections • Test Certificates : 

Tel: 0208-552-9942 ~ 


AJB ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


AECAl a* 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 

a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


m 


We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


To advertise 
in this 
section. 

please oall 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947 667 135 


To advertise in the 

Classified 

Section 

Tel: 020 8768 4919 


ALL ABOUT 
ROOFING 

All roofing work undertaken 

Gutters renewed, 
repaired and cleaned. 
Chimney stacks repointed. 

Free estimates. All work guaranteed. 

Reliable service. 

020 8648 2672 
07531 255 577 



Pest Control 


Handy Man 


General Handyman 

Painting/Decorating, Gardening, Carpentry, Restoration & Clearance 
Day Rate £90 - Hourly Rate £15 

Contact Samuel J Welch on 07811 918 026 


Beacon Services 

Pest & Vermin Control 

All work considered. 

Child & Pest Friendly. We operate 24/7. 

07946 371 374 
www.beaconservicesbeckenham.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
UiB Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 

/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 

& www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


Storage & Removals 


Honey Bee 
Removals 

Reliable & Friendly 
24-hour Service 

Please call Akin 

07930 506 714 
08002 118 667 

or email 

honeybeeremovals@gmail.con 


MAN & VAN 

Simon Harvey Peel 

Small removals, all Man & 
Van deliveries including 
single/many items. 
Blankets/mattresses. 
Carriers supplied. 
simon.peel@hotmail.co.uk 

07974 478 038 


GUTTER 

.EANING SERVICE 


Phone 020 8648 2672 
or 07531 255 577 
ask for John 


ALLAWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable man with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

mrbeeremovals@hotmail.co.uk 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 




ONE 

STOP 

c 



AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 




Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 


Notice Board 

To get on the notice board call 020 8768 4939 or e-mail: danielle.kelly@slp.co.uk 


» w mmm » 

} Small Building Work % 

J No job too small* No job too small J 

Please call Alan 07597 663 838: 


Qwitrhprl-nn AI1 aspects of Electrical Work 

OVVIIV/IICU Ull undertaken in a professional and 

ELECTRICAL reliable “ 

fakbv 1 1 \i*n+ Rewires, Fuse Boards, 
Certificates, Testing and 
Inspection. 

07551 757 744 

switdied-on-@liotmail.co.uk 


RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Garden, Houses and Flats 
24 Hour Service 

Call Stephen 

02086780341 07900467898 


Jk **sa * Residential & Commercial 
South East ‘Fully Insured « 
77 Rubbish clearance • Waste Carriers Licence 


020 8485 7426 * 07824118 659 

Southeastmaintenance@outlook.com 


BOILER HEATING PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

gv We can cover all your needs with just one call 

f|§| Boiler & Heating Repairs / ReVew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 

C Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service/All Works Guaranteed 

» Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


3 

* 




& VAN 


FULLY INSURED 
*>91020 8659 7373 

07947 994 752 _ 

From £26 Email: info@storytotell.co.uk • Visit: storytotell.co.uk From ® 
per hour Minimal Fee Applies To Jobs Less Than 2 hours P er h™ 

STORAGE - HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


AFFORDABLE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Fully insured - Family run business 

Kitchens & Bathrooms, Painting/Decorating, 


0800 622 6889/07506 736548 


AFFORDABLE REMOVALS 

House Clearance - Furniture Bought 
All Areas Covered 

Family run since 1987 

08006226889-07506736548 


Terry. G. George Electrical Services 

All Electrical & Testing work undertaken 

• Lighting 'Sockets • Fuseboards • Re-wiring 

• Cooker Connections • Test Certificates i 

Tel: 0208-552-9942 


AFFORDABLE FENCING & LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS and DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

We will beat any written quotation 

0800622 6889 07506 736548 

t • We will give good discounts for OAP’s 
Free Estimates and Advice 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON 

THE NOTICEBOARD 

Call Danielle 020 8768 4939 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Head Chef and Sous Chef 

Required 

The Wimbledon Club 

This is a fantastic opportunity for a talented and 
ambitious pair of individuals to really make their 
mark & bring passion & creativity to one of 
Surrey's premier multisport clubs located in the 
heart of Wimbledon. 

The hours will be flexible over 7 days in return for a 
competitive salary upwards to £30,000 p.a. for the 
Head Chef and £22,000 p.a. for the Sous Chef. 

Please send a CV & covering letter via email to 
chef@TWCsport.co.uk or contact Ben Singer on 
020 8404 2133 for any queries. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 28 August 2015 



\llk 

ALL SAI N TS 

At AIII.MY 

Ark All saints Academy aim for all scholars to leave Ark All Saints Academy equipped with the 
skills necessary for success at university or to pursue a career of their choice. 

We are looking to fill the following posts ready to start in September 2015 

Kitchen Porter / Catering assistant 

25 hours per week, 39 weeks per year (TTO) 

Salary £16,679 pro rata 

Administration / Data Assistant 

36 hours per week, 41 weeks per year (TTO) 

Salary £20,177 - £23,896 pro rata 

We are looking for an experienced Administration / Data Assistant to join our administration team. 
Previous office experience (school based) 

Proficient in using IT systems, including Microsoft Windows and Office packages 

Cleaning Operative 

25 Hours per week, full time 
25 days annual leave 
Salary £17,586 pro rata 

We are looking for an enthusiastic and experienced Cleaning Operative to join our team. You will 
be responsible for the daily cleaning of areas assigned and daily upkeep. Achieving high 
standards, you will ensure the service is operated safely and hygienically. 

These posts are subject to an enhanced Criminal Records Bureau disclosure. 

Closing date for all three positions is 31st July 2015 
Please call 0207 4505959 for an application form 
ARK All Saints Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 



General 


EXPERIENCED HEALTHCARE 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

Required to assist a paralysed Gentleman in Wimbledon. 
Previous complex care experience 
essential and a qualification preferable. 

Part time hours, 6-18 per week 
£9 per hour depending on experience. 

Please send CV to apply@carersthatcare.com 
Or Call Steph on 07775 803 038 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOVR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 



Media Sales Executive 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 
karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 
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GET YOUR NEW BIKE 
BEFORE THE SUMMER ENDS 

We supply the best bikes and scooters in London 


WY125T-100 
125cc 4 Stroke 




£949.99 


SB125T-23B 
125cc 4 Stroke 




£879.99 


SB125T-21 (B08) 

125cc 4 Stroke 

A 

£859.99 



£949.99 


. . ... WY125T-74 

..... ... I25cc 4 Stroke 


nflMaoa ♦ 

w mg % 


£929.99 


. . . . . ZN125T-32A 

-•** 125cc 4 Stroke 



£939.99 



ZN125T-K 
125cc 4 Stroke 


ihlencda 


mh 


£959.99 


WY125T-121 
125cc 4 Stroke 


M ■ 

£1099.99 


WY50QT-110 
Inanoto 50cc 4 Stroke 

/N*T«fCl 

£1079.99 

WY50QT-111 
Inanoto 50cc 4 Stroke 

£799.99 

BT49QT-9LEX 
Inanoto 49cc 4 Stroke 

Scout «• 

£649.99 

WY50QT-58R 
Inanoto 50cc 4 Stroke 

£899.99 

WY125T-108 

Inanoto 125cc 4 Stroke 

/=77»r 

£899.99 

WY125T-41 

Inanoto 125cc 4 Stroke 

£899.99 

ZN125T-7H 

Inanoto 125cc 4 Stroke 

£879.99 

LJ125T-8M 

Inanoto 125cc 4 Stroke 

£1299.99 





Finance your new 


or Scooter 


| black 

LONDON SCOOTERS % 


Come in & visit us or give us a call 

a: 13 Crucifix Lane, London Bridge, London SE1 3JW 

t: 020 7378 167 e: london.scooters@btinternet.com 

m: 079 8364 7943 w: www.london-scooters.co.uk 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 



Chery should 
aid goals tally 


N EW QPR signing Tjaronn Chery 
played 45 minutes of Sunday's 
friendly against Newport County as 
the R’s played out a goalless draw at Rodney 
Parade. 


LOFTUS ROAD 
lz RANGERS REVIEW 

^ With Tony McDonald 



following his arrival 
from Reading last 
summer. 

McCarthy chose to try 
his luck at Selhurst 
Park once it became 
clear that Chelsea 
would not pursue their 
reported interest in 
Green, who has a year 
left on his R’s contract. 

■ R’s final pre-season 
friendly will now be 
against Italian side 
Atalanta at Loftus 
Road this Sunday 


The 27-year-old 
attacking midfielder 
arrives from Dutch side 
FC Groningen for an 
undisclosed fee, after 
R’s activated a release 
clause in the player’s 
contract. 

Chery has signed a 
three-year deal at Loftus 
Road and becomes the 
club’s sixth signing of 
the summer. 

Director of football 
Les Ferdinand said the 
club fought off Premier 
League clubs for the 
player's signature. 

“He had offers to earn 
much more money 
elsewhere,” said 
Ferdinand. “He’s chosen 
QPR because he feels he 
can progress here as a 
player and that's 
fantastic.” 

Lack of goals from 
midfield was a damning 
factor in the club’s 
relegation from the top 
flight last season but 
diminutive, left-footed 
Chery comes with an 
impressive pedigree, 
having scored 15 goals 
in 34 appearances in the 
Eredivisie last season. 

Leroy Fer has given 
his fellow Dutchman a 
glowing endorsement, 
saying: “Chery can add 
a lot of flair and nice 
football to the team. We 
as players, as well as the 
fans, are going to love 
him. 


“The supporters are 
really going to like him. 
He has got great skills 
but he also works hard 
and I think he is going 
to have a big influence 
on the team. 

“I spoke with him 
about QPR, and told 
him how big the club 
is,” Fer said. “It might 
have surprised others, 
because he is a good 
player who can play in 
the Premier League - 
we all know that - but 
he chose to come here to 
build his career. 

“This is a great club 
with great fans, and I 
know this had a big 
impact on why he chose 
to come here. I think me 
being able to speak with 
him about QPR helped 
him with that decision. 

“He came through at 
FC Twente - and they 
have a great academy 
there, so he has always 
been a player of 
potential,” Fer 
explained. 

“For him, it just took 
him a little bit longer 
but last season he won 
the KNVB Cup with FC 
Groningen and was 
picked by the national 
team coach. So he is a 
player with a lot of 
ability, who just grew a 
little bit later, but right 
now he is at his peak.” 

Fer has backed his 
countryman to handle 


■ ALEX McCarthy 

the physical demands of 
England’s second tier. 

“He is a small player 
but he has a lot of ability 
and is a very smart 
footballer,” he added. 

“He is clever enough to 
get away from the real 
physicality of English 
football but he knows he 
needs to work on his 
physique.” 

■ QPR have sold 
second choice 
goalkeeper Alex 
McCarthy to Crystal 
Palace, who activated a 
release clause in the 
player’s contract, for an 
undisclosed fee. 

The 25-year-old, who 
was back-up to Rob 
Green, made three starts 
and one sub appearance 
for R’s first team 


(Aug 2,12.45pm). 

Rangers were 
originally due to play 
Atalanta’s Serie A 
rivals Chievo Verona 
but the late change has 
been forced on the club 
due to problems with 
their tour promoter. 

Les Ferdinand said: 
“We’re delighted 
Atalanta have agreed to 
play us and it’s a fixture 
we’re really looking 
forward to ahead of the 
big kick-off.” 

Supporters who have 
already purchased 
tickets for the original 
friendly should note 
that their tickets will 
remain valid. 

Six days after facing 
Atalanta, R’s will kick¬ 
off their Championship 
season with a visit to 
London rivals Charlton 
Athletic. 


Fulham show their fitness 

■ FULHAM manager Kit Symons was far from 
downcast after Saturday's 1-0 friendly defeat 
by Eintracht Frankfurt at the ATV Irdning 
Arena in Austria. 

He was encouraged to see his team match high- 
quality Bundesliga opposition and even 
showcase their fitness levels by outperforming 
the Germans in the closing stages. 

Fulham trailed at half-time to a goal following 
Shaun Hutchinson's backpass, which resulted in 
the award of an in-direct free-kick that Hans 
Seferovic fired home from six yards on 37 
minutes. 

"The changing room was very disappointed 
afterwards, which was good. I'd expect that after 
losing a game," Symons said. "But I was not 
disappointed with the actual performance, 
because there was a lot of good play out there. 

"We could have been a bit more clinical with 
some of our play in the final third but we had 
good invention and creativity, it just didn't quite 
come off for us. 

"I'm not disappointed in any way shape or form. 
In the second half, we looked the only team likely 
to score. Frankfurt came back from pre-season 
around the same time as us and, at the end of the 


game, we looked the fitter team, and that was 
really encouraging. 

"The players put a real shift in and worked very 
hard. Again, I'd expect them to do that but they 
have done it. And they've done it with a smile on 
their faces as well. We've got some hard work out 
of them. 

"Eintracht have got some quality players, they 
are a very good team, but I felt we more than 
matched them. 

"So to be disappointed to lose to a team that 
was three points off qualifying for Europe last 
year, in a very competitive league, shows how far 
we've come in a short space of time." 

■ CHELSEA Ladies play Notts County at 
Wembley on Saturday in the Women's FA Cup 
final. 

But their preparations suffered another setback 
when they lost 2-1 at home to Manchester City at 
the weekend in the Women's Super League, a 
defeat which leaves them third in the table 
behind Arsenal and leaders Sunderland. 

Eniola Aluko got Chelsea's goal after City's Toni 
Duggan opened the scoring at Staines Town. A 
Claire Rafferty own goal secured all the points for 
the visitors. 


■ MIDDLESEX ended any realistic hopes 
their main rivals Surrey had of reaching the 
quarter-finals of the NatWest T20 Blast with 
their 43-run victory in the derby match at 
Lord’s last Thursday. 

Surrey had gone into the game with four wins out 
of their last five at a venue where they had won on 
their previous six visits. 

But chasing 186, they never recovered from losing 
four wickets in the six-over powerplay for 33 runs. 

The hosts posted a challenging total of 185 for 5 
from their 20 overs, with the middle order trio of 
John Simpson (53), Eoin Morgan (48) and James 
Franklin (41) doing most damage. Morgan and 
Franklin put on a swashbuckling fourth wicket stand 
of 77 from 39 balls. 

Franklin hit four successive boundaries off Sam 
Curran in the 18th over before Morgan cut loose in 
the next, striking two sixes off Jade Dernbach 
through mid-wicket before Franklin belted two more 
boundaries. 

Kumar Sangakkara was Surrey’s best hope and the 
Sri Lankan seemed to be getting into his stride when 
he struck off-spinner Ollie Rayner for six. But when 
he holed out to long on off Neil Dexter for 32 in the 
11th over and Rayner took a tumbling catch in his 
follow through to remove the dangerous Azhar 
Mahmood, there was no way back for Surrey who 
could only muster 142 for 9. 

It says a lot about the modern appeal of T20 cricket 
that for all their struggles in the shortest form of the 
game, these neighbours still attracted a crowd of 
26,000. 

Any tiny lingering hopes Surrey had of making the 
last eight of the competition were literally washed 
out when rain caused the following night’s home 
match against Sussex to be cancelled. On the same 
night, bad weather also caused Middlesex’s final T20 
match against Somerset at Taunton to be abandoned 
without a ball being bowled. 

And it was the soggy story, too, on Sunday, when 
Middlesex’s first scheduled match in the Royal 
London-backed One-Day Cup (ODC) and Surrey’s 
game at Leicestershire in the same 50-over 
competition were both washed out. 

Both of our local counties will be hoping for better 
luck with the weather as the ODC schedule 
dominates the fixtures in early August. The recent 
inclement conditions probably came as a welcome 
respite to players who have been approaching burn¬ 
out as a result of a relentless fixture list. 

As it is, Middlesex are now in a very hectic spell of 
six consecutive ODC games in the space of nine 
days, followed the next day by the resumption of 
their four-day LV= Championship campaign. 


County 

Cricket 


Middlesex end 
Surrey hopes 



H EOIN Morgan was on fire for Middlesex 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


After travelling up to Blackpool to face Lancashire 
yesterday (Weds), Middlesex host Kent at Radlett 
tomorrow (Fri, 11.30am), followed by away matches 
against Hampshire at Southampton (Sat, 10.30am), 
Sussex at Hove (Mon, 2.00pm) and Essex at 
Colchester (Weds, 10.30am). The next action at 
Lord’s will see the visit of Nottinghamshire in the 
ODC next Thursday (6th, 10.30am), with the 
championship game against Sussex due to begin the 
next morning. 

By comparison, Surrey have a less demanding 
schedule immediately ahead of them. After hosting 
Yorkshire yesterday, they travel to Durham 
tomorrow (Fri, 10.30am), before entertaining 
Derbyshire at Guildford on Sunday (10.30am) and 
then Worcestershire at The Oval under lights next 
Tuesday (2.00pm) - all ODC matches. 

In the ODC, counties have been drawn randomly in 
the following two groups of nine: 

Group A: Surrey, Durham (holders), Leicestershire, 
Derbyshire, Gloucestershire, Somerset, 
Worcestershire, Yorkshire, Northamptonshire. 

Group B: Middlesex, Essex, Kent, Sussex, 
Hampshire, Warwickshire, Lancashire, Glamorgan, 
Nottinghamshire. 

The top four in each group qualify for the quarter¬ 
finals, followed by semi-finals and then the 
showpiece final at Lord’s on September 19. 



Mourinho: ‘Rivals are buying the title’ 


■ JOSE Mourinho 
has spoken out against 
the recent frenzied 
transfer activity of 
Chelsea’s main 
Premier League rivals. 

He said: “In the 
beginning of Mr 
Abramovich coming to 
Chelsea, Chelsea was 
buying the title. Now, 
they are buying the title. 
All of them, they are 
buying the title. 

“It is up to us to be 
strong and to fight them 
and, obviously, to try 
and win it again, even 
without the big 
investments.” 

Chelsea have brought 
in four players, with 
only two, Asmir 
Begovic and Radamel 
Falcao, staying in SW6. 
Nathan and Danilo 
Pantic have been 
farmed out on loan. 

On Falcao, Mourinho 
was more than happy 
with the Colombian’s 
limited contribution to 
last week’s PSG match. 


“He is not as tired as 
the others, because he 
trained for just two days 
while the others have 
done 10 days and they 
are accumulating 
fatigue.” 

Mourinho naturally 
defended his senior 
striker Diego Costa who 
suffered at the hands of 
some rough-house 
treatment from PSG. 

Big game 

He said: “Paris St- 
Germain are a good 
team and they have 
good players, like Serge 
Aurier, but he is not a 
player who normally 
plays in the team. 
Normally they play 
with Thiago Silva and 
David Luiz and 
Marquinhos. So he had 
a chance, he faced the 
game like a big game 
and it was important for 
him, and he was too 
aggressive. 

“For me, no problem, 

I understand football 


... and Diego behaved 
tremendously well.” 

Costa, for his part, is 
relishing the battles 
with defenders and 
explains that he won’t 
change his marauding 
style. 

“I don’t think I have 
done anything 
malicious. I’ve not had 
a red card, so why 
change anything about 
the way I am?” he said. 

“If I change in any 
way, I’m not going to 
be the same player. It 
doesn’t matter if 
defenders want to battle 
with me or not, I will 
just be trying to do my 
job as well as I possibly 
can. 

“I’ve always played 
this way for all the sides 
I’ve been with and I’ve 
always scored a lot of 
goals in this style. The 
key for me is to score 
goals and win trophies. 

“It is the goals that 
count for me. Fighting 
hard, giving everything 


and working hard on the 
field you have to 
combine with the goals 
you score.” 

The Brazil-bom Spain 
international scored 20 
times last season for 
Blues as they cantered 
to the title. But Costa is 
ready for more this 
season. 

“Of course I know 
that 20 goals is a decent 
total but I will be trying 
to improve upon that 
figure, without a doubt. 

“This time around I 
will be trying my 
absolute best to 
improve upon last 
season, so I can beat 
that goals total - but 
let’s hope that my goals 
help us to win some 
silverware. There’s no 
value in scoring goals 
and not winning a 
trophy. 

“The club is the most 
important thing here 
and the individual 
player comes second.” 

Paul Lagan 
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Blues forced to 



increase bid 


1 GOALKEEPERThibaut Courtois was Chelsea's penalty hero... with his feet Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


W ITH the English season’s 
curtain-raiser just days away 
on Sunday, when Chelsea face 
Petr Cech’s Arsenal at Wembley in the 
FA Community Shield, preparations for 
Blues’ Premier League opener against 
Swansea City the following week have 
been less than ideal. 

Chelsea have lost one and won one of their three pre¬ 
season matches in the US - LWN Sport went to press 
before the final match across the pond against 
Champions League winners Barcelona was played on 
Wednesday in Washington DC. 

Against that indifferent backdrop, transfer wrangling 
has also continued. 

Blues’ pursuit of Everton centre-back John Stones 
remains undiminished. A £20m bid has already been 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

rejected and Everton boss Roberto Martinez has 
refused to answer any more questions about Stones, 
other than stating the defender’s situation has not 
changed since the last time he spoke on the subject. 

Up their offer 

Once Chelsea return to west London later this week, 
they will up their offer to £25m, knowing that it could 
need to go as high as £30m before the Toffeemen 
crumble. 

Former England boss Peter Taylor suggested that 
Stones would be better off remaining on Merseyside. 
He said: “I would say at the moment he’s probably 
better off staying at Everton. He is guaranteed a first- 



team place there. 

“But who would ever 
turn down going to work 
for Jose Mourinho? 

Especially on the 
defensive side of it, being 
in the same changing 
room as John Terry. He’s 
going to improve either 
way but at the moment, maybe if he could hang around 
for another year and play 38 league matches for 
Everton, I think he would be a better player at the end 
of the season.” 

Chelsea are looking to bring in as much cash as they 
can by offloading loanee Mohamed Salah. The 
Egyptian has refused to return for his second-season 
loan to Fiorentina, insisting that he is going to their 
Serie A rivals AS Roma instead. 

Chelsea has returned the £700,000 they got for the 
aborted season but will, instead, loan him to the side 
who play in Italy’s capital for £2m. There will be a 
clause in the contract that will oblige Roma to fork out 
£14m to make the deal permanent the following 
season. 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Whites sign Everton loanee 


F ULHAM have confirmed the 
season-long loan signing of 
Luke Garbutt from Everton. 

The 22-year-old left-back, who 
has made eight appearances for 
the Toffees since joining from 
Leeds United in 2009, has 
previously had loan spells with 
Cheltenham Town and Colchester 
United. 

He has represented England at all 
youth levels from Under-16s to 
U21s and recently represented his 
country at the European U21 
Championship this summer. 

Speaking to fulhamfc.com, 
Garbutt said: "When I got the call 
saying Fulham wanted me on a 


season-long loan, I spoke to the 
manager and the staff here and I 
liked what they had to say and 
their plans for me this season. 

Shown faith 

"They've shown their faith and 
trust in me. I'm really looking 
forward to working with the boys 
and obviously the main objective 
is to get promoted this season." 

Whites'manager Kit Symons said: 
"Luke is a really exciting prospect. 
He's obviously an England Under- 
21 international, he's very well 
thought of by Everton -1 had a 
long chat with Roberto Martinez 


about him and he was absolutely 
enthusing. 

"He's very athletic, loves to get 
forward as well, he's got great pace 
and real quality when he gets 
forward. 

"Talking to Roberto about him, 
he was likening him to Leighton 
Baines, who has got an absolute 
wand of a left foot. 

"We are getting a very good 
player. Things are definitely going 
in the right direction and I hope 
this makes a bit of a statement 
about what we're hoping to 
achieve. 

"We're still looking for another 
one or two players." 


■ CRYSTAL Palace visit Craven 
Cottage on Saturday (3.00pm) 
for Fulham's final pre-season 
friendly ahead of their opening 
Championship match of the 
season at Cardiff City a week 
later. 

Tickets purchased in advance 
(either in person from the ticket 
office or online at 
www.fulhamfc.com) cost £10 for 
adults, £5 for concessions and 
young adults (aged 17-21), and 
just £1 for juniors (U17 - U14s 
must be accompanied by an adult). 
All prices increase by £5 on 
match day. 
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This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


Quite what has caused Salah’s falling out with 
Chelsea remains a mystery. Perhaps all will be 
revealed once he has cut his ties with Stamford Bridge. 

Chelsea had been expected to net film from 
Atletico Madrid for left-back Filipe Luis this week but 
the Spanish side, sensing Blues’ willingness to let him 
go as a sign of desperation, have stalled on the deal 
and are hoping to bring their former defender back to 
Madrid for considerably less. 

The first two matches Chelsea played in the USA 
saw them capitulate 4-2 to New York Red Bulls, 
while a penalty shootout saw off Paris St-Germain 
after the sides drew 1-1. Loic Remy and Eden 
Hazard scored for Chelsea against The Red Bulls 
but a poor second half saw Blues fall apart. 

Victor Moses scored their only goal against PSG, 
cancelling out Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s opener. 

But it was nerveless goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
who scored the winning spot-kick. 

He was aware of the high-octane occasion but not 
too bothered. Courtois said: “I enjoyed it. There were 
60,000 people in the stadium and even if it wasn’t the 
Champions League final, there was still a little bit of 
pressure. It’s important to feel that and I felt confident 
to shoot. 

“I practice taking very strong shots in training 
sometimes with (youth goalkeeper) Jamal Blackman. 
We play some games after training and penalty-kicks 
are part of it. 

“I just thought I would shoot strong and even if the 
goalkeeper went to the correct side, he would not 
get it. 

“I have done one penalty shoot-out before as a 
professional, for Atletico Madrid, also in a pre-season 
game. There were just five penalties and we lost, so 
it’s nice to win one now. 

“It’s good to practice taking one in a game as well. 
Doing it in front of nearly a full stadium in a match is 
quite different to training. 

“Normally we prepare very well for the opposition 
takers but because there were a lot of young kids on 
the pitch I tried to read them, concentrate, be on my 
feet, not move too soon, and just try to get the ball.” 
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